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TO TAR ‘PU BLIC. 


In the following. narrative, to 
Rsbon people, it was the intention of the 


Author, to. present facts, and. only facts, He © 


does not pretend to be personally acquainted with _ 
all the things written in the following account, nor 


with but few of them, except those which took ba: t 


place from the 4th of April, 1838; but he has~ 


documents on hand, from those who were eye 
witnesses to the whole scene, from the commence- : 


ment in Jackson County, until the close, 


From these documents, the’ greater part of, 
which, has been attested 5 ‘and ‘the 
remainder will be, as soon as the writers are called - 
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~It is only an extract from those documents, and a. 
i. limited one too: If all the account had been 
: ' detailed i in full, it would have made this a large 
volume. 
%.- The Author was induced to undertake this 
__ work, on account of the many enquiries which 
~~ were making, and the many false reports. which 
had been put in circulation, about our persecutions 
in Missouri. 
It is now presented to the claiming no 
merit but truth ; but should it disabuse the public 
mind, and give it a fair understanding of the 
matters and things therein contained ; and gratify 
» the enquirer ; the Author will have accomplished 
«+. his object. 

| The work i is, therefore, submitted to the public, 
- by their humble servant, 


THE AUTHOR. 
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| the country, there was a good deal of uneasiness mani- 


~The “Latter Day Saints” commenced their settlements 
in Missouri, in the August of I83f. ‘The first settlement im 
was made m Jackson County, on the west line of the ~*~ #f 
State; not far from. the missionary station of the Rev. | 
Iseac McCoy, a Baptist missionary among the Indians, - 
At this time, Jackson County was very thinly settled; the 
quarter part of it, the settlers were what is called in the: 
westérn country, “squatters;” that is, persons who settle 
on the public lands without purchasing them. Some con- 
siderable part of Jackson County had not come into market. | 
On these lands considerable settlements had been made; 
cabins built, and some land cleared. 
When the “ Latter Day Saints” to immigrate into 


fested by a certain portion of the settlers, at first; prince « 7m 
pally, by those who had settled on the public lands, lest | § 
the new settlers should be disposed to purchase at the 
land sales, which were expected to take place that season, « 
the lands on which they had made improvements; or en- _ 
ter such lands as might be subject to entry, that had been «© @ 
taken possession of. But this uneasiness gradually lessen- ; 
ed, until it finally died away. ‘The sales eame on, pur- © 9m 
chases were, made by every man as suited him; and ne 
difficulty occured: every man went to building on, and 
improving his land, as seemed good to himself. 

ortly after the first settlement was made, aconsider- __ 
able tide of immigration set in, which continued to increase, 
until the summer of 1833; by this time, the immigrationofthe ~~ 3 
saints was far greater than that of all others. This began 
to create great uneasiness; murmurings, and complainings 
were heard contmually about it,.and about the rapid im- 
provements which were making in that county. From . 
murmurings they went to holding public meetings, to take 
measures to as oy stop to the immigration, and not only put | 


» atop to the immigration, but drive those out of the coun- 
were settled there. 


Ba 


hese meetings were public things, called and held in 
‘the face of the government, published in the public papers. 
‘At these meetings, they publicly declared that they would 
put the laws of the country at defiance, in order to ac- 
complish their object, as well as justice and humanity, 
which finally they did. | : 


In order to justif 


6 « 


y themselves in violating the laws of 
both God and man, the laws, both of the State of Missouri 
and the United States, they had recourse to fabricating, 
and circulating the most foolish and senseless lies, that 
mortals could invent; thinking, by that means, to justify 
themselves before the public. Such as, the saints were 
building strong fortifications; bringing cannon and other 
military implements into the country; that wagons loaded 
with coffins were coming in great numbers, and that these 
coffins were full of ammunition and military stores—that 
the saints are conniving with the Indians, and stirring up 
“the negroes to rebel against their masters, with a -multi- 
tude of things of a similar character: which all tend to 
establish the ignorance and corruption of their authors. 


' ~« To such low and mean subterfuges, were the principal 


“men of Jackson County and vicinity, driven to accomplish 
~ an object at which humanity to the latest ages must recoil. 
We shall give the names of the principal actors in this 

scene of abomination, that the American people may here- 

after know them. 
: After having, as they supposed, made a sufficient pre- 
partion to accomplish their object, and frabricated and 
circulated through the medium of their — papers, ane- 

cessary quantity of lies to blind the public mind, (for they 

verily supposed, that all the American people were as desti- 
tute of truth and humanity, as themselves) they com- 
-»menced their operations. - 
These things transpired, between the first of July and 
the middle of Hoveesher, 1833. The mob made their at- 
tack, by tearing down houses and destroying property. A 
printing office was torn down, the press broken, the type 
“scattered through the streets; all the book work, papers, and 


‘materials that were in the office were destroyed, in all 


é 
‘ 


‘amounting to several thousand dollars. A store wasbro- 7 
ken open, the goods thrown into the street andtrampled | 
in § under foot. Mr. Edward Partridge, one of the Bishops j 
of thechurch, was taken from his honse, with another man, 
Id | into the public square, and there the mob attempted to 
C- strip him naked; to this he objected, and finally they 
ys eed to let him keep on his shirt and pantaiecn and 
ey tarred and feathered him, and the other‘man, whose 
of name was Allen. Burrill Hicks, a lawyer, was the leader 
Tt # in this business; and-on that occasion boasted that his (9 
8) § word was the law of the County, and that the saints — 
at § should leave it, or be put to death. So much for a would | 
ly be honorable lawyer. A prosecution was entered against 
re § one of the men, who was taken in the very act of taking 
Pr @ the goods, and trampling them under foot. The writ was 
d § obtained at the office of a man by name of Western, whe 
3© # = was a justice of the Peace, or called so. When the man 
at brought for trial, though it was proven that he was 
ip taken in the very act of destroying the goods; he was ac- _ 
1- | quitted, and no cause of action was found; but shortly af- 
terwards, there was a writ issued from the same office, 
8. against those who prosecuted the said McCarty, for de- 
stroying the goods, for false imprisonment, and they were ~ 
h holden to bail for their appearance at the County court; and — 
l. | ‘for the want of bail, they were thrown into jail. This, is 
i$ | acorrect sample of the way the laws were administered « 9] 
in Jackson County. | 
Before this banditti commenced the destruction of pro- 
=" perty, they appointed committees to go and wait on the 
d saints, and order them out of the county, under pain of 
~ — death. The object of those warnings was, to make them 


3 


go and leave all their property as prey to the mob. At | 3m 

which all the authorities of Missouri, from the Governor —# 

down, winked, as will appear hereafter. While those com- 

mittees were threatening the saints with death, if they did 
i hot leave the county forthwith, and leave all their proper- 
* — tyas a prey to them; they kept the public papers teeming 
. with lies, and they found many papers in the country, rea- 
® — dy to aid them in their abomination, by giving circulation 
d to their lies and slanders. This, I must say, to the shame 
and disgrace of the editors, who have devoted their papers 
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© t0 80 foul a business. The scheme of lying, so readily 


ported by the papers of the country, generally, wae 


vented for the pu plundering, robbing, steahng 
ad driving beep from their homes, and taking thew 


property as a‘prey to the freebouters who were-ready to 


seize upon jt, when the public papers had sufficiently aided 
them, to enable them to obtain their object without bemg 


punished for it. 


After the mob had gotten all things sufficiently prepared, | 


and the public mind, as they supposed, completely blinded, 


having been so well assisted by -the public prints of the 
_ day, they commenced their operations in earnest,in every’ 


oes of the County. Tearing down houses; men wee 
ed out, and whipped in the most shocking manner, 
without regard to age: Of this number, were four revotu- 
- tionary soldiers, over the age of seventy years, who had 
» Offered their lives for the liberty that their oppressors 
_ ‘were enjoying; but they now, with sorrow, beheld the 
liberty for which they fought, torn from them, by the 
violence of those who were enjoymg free at: the ex- 
_ pense of their blood and treasure.; Widows also, from 
_ sixty to eightv years of age, whose ‘husbands were among 
the number ofthe revolutionary patriots, were driven 
violently from their houses in that inclement season, by 
this ruthless bandittt of wretches, worse than savages, and 
their pure: made common plunder, to gratify their ra- 

_, pacity; and those females at that advarced age, and at an 
inclement season of the year, had to wander m the open 

» prairie, to seek a cover under the rocks, without a house to 
' Shelter, or a blanket to cover them, and all this, because 
they dared to differ from these their oppressors in matters 


» of religion, and for no other cause. The county was fall 


of armed men, riding in large companies, from house to 


house, in every place where the saints were settled, abus- 


ing, driving and whipping in a most unmerciful manner, 
and insulting women brutally. After much abuse and 
destruction of property, andi finding that there was to be 
no end to'thesc outrages, the saints at last, had recourse 
to arms; but it was not till after they had petitioned the 
Governor and ‘authorities of the State for aid and protee- 
tion. Daniel Dunklin was Governor and Lilburn W. 
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Boggs, Lieutenant Governor; the latter lived in Ind 
dence, the seat of the mob, and County seat of J 
County. But no aid, nor protection could be had. - | 
Having sought protection of thé authorities of the State, «. 7m 
and obtained none, the saints at last had recourse to arms, ©. “Jim 
After they took up arms if their own defence, several bat- — 
tles were fought, in which one of the saints was killed, and” 
a number wounded. Two of the mob were killed, and sev- 
eral wounded. At last a number of them under the com- 
mand of om Wicht marched to Independence, where ~ 
“ great multitude of the mob was collected for the purpose — 
of giving them battle. L. W. Boggs, hearing of their inten-_ 
tions to give battle to the mob, organized the mob, and called © 
them the Militia under the command of Lieutenant Col. “i 
Pitcher. On the arrival of Mr. Wight, he was commanded — 
to surrender his arms and those who were withhim. This 
order, was given by the said Colonel Pitcher; this, they 
refused to do, until he, Pitcher, gave the strongest assur- 
ances to Mr. Wight and company that if they would, they 
should be protected, and return home in peace, and none 
should disturbthem. After these assurances were given, 
the gave up their arms. But now, reader for the see § 
Did these high minded and honorable men com 
their covenant? no, indeed, but something very different! _ 
They seized on the guns and other arms as a prey; andy | 
have kept them as plunder to thisday; and having the saints 
disarmed, they carried their violence toall kind of shameful » 
lengths; men, women and children, were driven from their 
houses in the night, barefoot and nearly naked. This am 
was about the middle of November. _ The men were whip- am 
ped and abused beyond all description. A man, by the “am 
name of Benjamin. Putnam, was whipped to death; his 7 
body was taken up a day or two afterwards and buried. “yl 
Others were whipped until they had totie handkerchiefs — 
round them, to keep their bowels from falling out. A 
man by the name of Leonard was knocked down in his 
house with a chair, and-was beat on the head, and other , 3% 
parts of the body, until the blood was running from him on _ 
the floor. His wife fearing lest they should kill him, ran 
and threw herself on him; begging for his life; but the 


‘ 


rutal monsters, instead of regarding her tears. and 
plications, beat her with the same weapon, with which 


‘they were beating her husband, and they barely escap- 


éd with their lives. The women fled in all- directions 


‘imto the prairies and woods, anda greater part bare- 


foot, and with but little clothing, being driven out in 
the night, many of them torn from their beds. In a 
short time, you could track them by the blood which ran 
from their feet. Wives were weeping and wailing, not 
knowing but their husbands were murdered; their children, 
with their lacerated and bleeding feet, were mourning and 
erying, asking for food but could get none! In this de- 
plorable condition, they had to travel and sleep in the 
open prairies or under the rocks, in the month of Novem- 
ber, without food or covering; and there ask and see what 
akind Providence would do for them, while their robbers 


and plunderers were glutting themselves upon the food 
they had left in their houses; and gratifying their brutality, 
_ by throwing it to the beasts, and carrying it home for their 


own use, and that of their families, and by destroying 
the household stuff, or rather stealing it while the lit- 
tle ones, whose fathers had laid it up carefully for their 


_ sustenance, were bewailing their condition in the open 


prairie without a morsel to comfort, or a blanket to cover 


them. 
However incredible it may appear to a civilized people, 


| it is a fact, that there were at one time, one hundred and 
| » ninety women and children, who crossed a prairie of nine 


miles, aided by three men only; the rest having been driv- 


Si en away by the violence of the mob. The saints being un- 
= armed and the mob armed, they fellan easy prey to them. 


The women and children, after crossing the. prairie, 


a " travelled a number of miles, in all probability from twelve 


to fifteen, and then stopped and waited until their husbands 


and fathers found where they were, and got to them. 


They there built houses to winter in; but before they had 
continued long, the mob found where they were and went 
and drove them away, and burned their houses. | 

_A company consisting of about two hundred, nearly all 


of them women and children, got to the Missouri river, 
Tate in the afternoon, and could not get across that night. 
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It. commenced raining and freezing most violently; in this 


deplorablé condition, of them took shelier under 


some rocks, and the remainder of them, both small and 


great, had to lie out in the open prairie, with nothing but _ 7] 


the heavens to cover them, while the storm beat upon them > 
with great fury. Anrong the number, was a Mrs. Higbee, 

wife of Tohn 8. Higbee, from Cincinnati, who was very 
sick with a fever, and also had an infant at the breast. 
She was under the necessity of spending this night. of 
storm, exposed to all its violence, havmmg nothing but the 
earth to sleep on. After spending the night in. this 
distressed situation, early in the morning, another Mrs. 
Higbee, the wife of Isaac Higbee, was delivered ofa 
babe, without-any bed but the earth, or covering but the 


heavens. 


There were many sick, who were thus inhumanly 
driven from their houses and had to endure ail this abuse 
and ‘suffering and seek homes where they could be found. | 
The result was, that a number being deprived of the 
comforts of life, and the necessary attendance, died; man 
children were left orphans; wives, widows; and husbands 


+ The mob, after thus abusing the people; the hundredth 


of which is not told here; took possession of the farms, _ 
of ‘those whom they had thus driven from their homes, 
and all their cattle, horses, sheep and hogs; which:amount-- 


ed to many thousands; together with all their household 


stuff of every kind, amounting to dollars 
worth; and have under: pain of 
returning to. get any of their property; and ifanyof them 
did ‘attempt ‘ and were discovered, they were whipped 7 
and otherwise abused: one:or two who did attempt: it, 


were nearly killed—they escaped wath their lives, and no 


Bhere ‘were addition. the: flocks and the -herds. 


Which the mob took from saints, large fields‘of coth, 


to the amionnt of many ‘hundred: acres; nvght isay thou- 
ail ‘ready to-harvest; which they: tock as theirewn. 
‘There were-also man yhundredacrds of wheat, whiclvhad 
been sown, that they also took ssion of; and: 

them all to thisday. After they had plundered the houses, 


th, any of them 
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tobbed’ the henroosts, and carried off everything which 
twas valuable, they burned the houses, amounting in all to 
_aipwards of two hundred; and then commenced a general 


: A destruction of the timber on the land. Some tracts which 


were well timbered, were soon stripped of every tree. 


- Such of the farms as they did not occupy, they took all 


the rails from and used them for their own purposes. 


_» ‘There were several thousand acres of land thus seized, on 


which improvements were made to a considerable extent, 


and the owners utterly forbid to enjoy them, and bare 


have been compelled to sell them for no valuable cons 


eration, while those usurpers are quictly enjoying the, 


good of them. While these brutalities were going ony 
the public papers were constantly employédin giving pub- 
licity to the foulest lies that could be created. __ 


hile this mob was engaged im this course of plunder, @ 


for it was altogether a, plundering and robbing business ; 


. there were outrages of the most extraordinary character 
committed by them, ever committed by human beings. 


The plans they laid, in order to plunder, were of the most 
extraordinary kinds They would serve writs on those 
whom they wished to plunder and have them thrown into 


jail, and then rob them of every thing they had about them; J 


‘watches, money, and. other valuables, and bear them off 


vas plunder. In this business were employed some of the 
» leading, (some, did I say) better say all of the leading men § 
ofthe County. pin OL 
_ Men were caught and tied to trees, and then shot at: | 
‘but the heart sickens to tell all the. abominations of ‘this 
» _— band of barbarians; for who but barbarians could be 

_ of suchdeeds of cruelty? We wish it to be distinctly un- 
| derstood, that the Governor and all the authorities of the 
State, were acquainted with all these. cruelties; ‘and: no 


ilty 


effort was made to bring the offenders to justice, ‘orto 


shave the property, thus, taken,’ returned to the owners. 
“The gun 

“ofthe Lieutenant: Governor, they keep until this day. oIn 
-tthis,;the government of the State, has identified itself in 


sthat they ordered to'be given up by the authority 


‘the. number of the plundérers, arid become: one with those 
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_ other machinery; and in a very short time, were begin 


The following are some of the persons engaged in this 


robbery: 


- Richard Fristo, County Judge, S. D. Lucas Judge and 
General of the Militia, and member of the Presbyterian 
church; Moses Wilson; Samuel Hale; Weston Esq.; 
Jones Flournoy; John Smith; ———Hensley, Esq.; Burrell 
Hicks, a lawyer; Hugh L. Brazil, Lawyer; Samuel C. 
Owens, lawyer; Reekman Childs, lawyer; Lewis Frank- 
lin; Lilburn W. Boggs, Lieut. Governor; Rev. James Me 
Coy, Baptist missionary, and his son-in-law Likins; Love- 
lady, Cambellite; Johnson; all of these Reverend 
divines, were among this band of plunderers. Many others 
were in the number whose names will be forthcoming at 
another time; we mention these, because they wished to 
be called gentlemen, men of humanity and piety, but we 


| leave the public to form their own judgment. 


Thus, desolated and robbed, the saints were left to seek 
homes where they could be found; while their enemies 
were pouring a flood of abuse after them, for the purpose 
of justifying themselves and hiding their iniquity from the 

aze Of that part of the public, who abhor mobocracy. 
he majority of them sought homes in Clay County, where 


_ they found rest, for a little season, anda little season only. 
' Very shortly after their arrival in Clay County, they began 


to purchase lands—made improvements—build mills and 


to enjoy the comforts of life. The immigration sonttaial 


This order of things continued until 1836, three years; 
there was no violence offered, but there were threatenin 

of violence. But in the summer of 1836, these threaten- 
ings began to assume a more serious form; from threats, 
public meetings were called, resolutions passed; and affairs 
assumed a fearful attitude. They began to arm themselves, 
and prepare for violence; threatening vengeance and de- 


- without any particular interruption, until they began to — 
be numerous in the County, and surrounding counties. , 


struction on all who did not leave the County forthwith. - 


Jackson County had been successful; and seeing the au- | 
thorities did not interfere, they boasted that they would 


not do it in a instance; and they could drive the saints 
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(14) 
as they pleased, and take their property; for they could 
~ get no law in Missouri. They did not only say*that they 
would drive them from the County, but from the State 


_. also: and it was seriously talked of in Clay County, that 


the saints must leave the State; and they carried it so far 
as to publish their intentions in the papers. 

While these war-like preparations were going on by 
the mob; the saints also began to make preparations for 
defence. Butit was then, as before, they did not do it un- 
til they had petitioned the Governor for protection; when, 
instead of receiving the protection sought for, they receiv- 
ed for answer, “ Vox populi, Vox Dei.” “The voice of 
the people is the voice of God.” As much as to say, “If 
the people say you must go, you must go.” The before 
mentioned Daniel Drunklin was still Governor. The 
saints, finding they had nothing to expect from the author- 
ities, but a full sanction to the acts of the mob; had no al- 
~ ternative left, but to have recourse to arms. 
.. Both parties began to assume a formidable attitude, so 
much so, that it gave alarm to some of the other citizens, 
who did not join with the mob: they interfered, and 
tried to stop, as they said the effusion of blood. During 
this time, there was a body of armed men, from sixty to 
one hundred, who, in the face of the authorities of the 
country and all civil law, was ranging the County, stop- 
ping movers, driving them back, whipping and abusing the 
saints wherever they could be caught; and threatening 
the chastity of females. Judge King, the circuit judge, 
was an eye witness to these base transactions, and under 
the solemnities of an oath, to put a stop to them: so were 
all the civil authorities of the country, yet, every man of 
them, regardless of his oath, either took an active part in 


aiding this band, or else winked at their doings. The | 
operations of this Clay County mob, was from the firstof _ 


May, till the last of August 1836, from three to four months. 
pov did a great deal of mischief; were the cause of man 
deaths : many persons were beaten most inhumanly; muc 
roperty also was destroyed; families that were moving 
into the country, were stoped, many of them driven back, 
and compelled to live in their wagons until houses could 
be obtained; and when obtained, they were in sickly 
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places; the consequence of which was, that many, not only 


sickened but died. 


In Clay County, it was the same as in Jackson; the au» 7 


thorities refused to interfere, and let the mob range uncon- 
trolled, and commit all the outrages they pleased; and so 
far from any punishment, they were honored and cherished 
for it, and that, by the Governor, the Judges and the Jus- 
tices of the Peace; many of whom, were leaders init. An 
attempt was made to prosecute two men, one was by the 
name of Hayden, the other by the name of Oldham; who 


met a young man onthe road, by the name of Charles Hub- 
f bard, and beat him in a most cruel manner! An aged. 
' ‘man by the name of Lewis Scott, seeing the abuse, enter- 
5 ed a prosecution — them; but when the fellows were 
i brought for trial, the Court acquitted them on the ground - 
that there were only two persons engaged in it. e fact 


of the abuse was never denied; but Judge King, yes, reader, 
the worthy Judge King, decided that there was no cause 


of action; because there were not more than two persons. 
engaged init. So much for this righteous Judge. I give 


d 
g this as a sample of the manner of:which the laws were 
0 executed in Clay County, under the jurisdiction of A. A. 
and his faithful satellite and attorney, Thomas 
irc 
# legality, been appointed Judge of a circuit court. 
ig The matter being fairly put to the test, that the civil 
e, authorities of Missouri, were destitute of principle—of a 
ey ff sense of honor—of regard to their oaths, and of respect for 
ve their laws; the saints had to submit to their fate; while 
of they were whipped, and again driven from their homes. 
n he mediating party which had risen up, appointed a 
he § committee to correspond with a committee of the saints, 
of | 1 order to find a location for the saints to settle, and again 


hs. remove from the midst of theirenemies. Some short time 
n previous to this, a number of them, had made considerable 


1“ purchases of lands, on a stream called Shoal Creek, in the ter- 
ritory of Ray County. Thetwo committees started to seek 
out a place for the removal, when they came to the tract of 
land which had been purchased. It was agreed that, that 


menced immediately. This was in the August of 1836. 


, who has since, for this, and like acts of Missouri- 


. 


should be the place of settlement. So the settlementcom-— 
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__ By this removal, the saints lost nearly all they had ob- 
tained during the previous three years, which they had 
resided in Clay County; besides much abuse at the hand 


of the wretches who had risen up is arms against them. 


At the succeeding session of the Legislature, there was a 
‘new county laid off, embracing the before mentioned tract 
of land, called Caldwell. A town was soon laid off and 
incorporated, called “Far West;” and in one year, there 
‘was one hundred and fifty houses built, — besides nearly 
the whole County was entered, or at least, that part of it, 
which could be cultivated; as there was a great scarcity 


of timber in the County. 


In all these operations, there was no press to law, 
they openly declared that they put the law at defiance, 
saying, “ we are the law, and what we say, is the consti- 
tution.” | 3 
The saints being once more settled; they commenced 
improving the country, which was so great a contrast to 
the general idleness and lazy habits of the Missourians, 
which any person with the least discernment could readi- 
ly discover. This, soon began to excite the jealousies of 


‘the surrounding Counties; for nothing can so much excite 


the jealousy of that people, nor awaken their indignation 
so much, as to have an intelligent, industrious, and enter- 

rising people, settle any where in the State, where they 
ive. Threatenings were again heard from Clay, Ray, 
Clinton, Platt and Daviess Counties, that they were going 
to raise another mob and come and drive the citizens out 
of Caldwell. The immigration was so rapid, and so great, 


that in the space of eighteen months after the first settle- 


ment in Caldwell, that there was not room enough for the 


people in that County, and they were under the necessity 


Of seeking habitations some where else; and a number 


went into Daviess County, which was north of Caldwell, 
Soon after the settlements commenced in Daviess County, 


_amob made its appearance, forbidding them to settle there 
. under pain of death. However, this was not regarded, 


aiid the settlements which were made in different parts of 
the County, were increasing daily, until one or two whole 
townships were entered, besides large bodies of land, 


Pad 
‘ 


entered in other parts of the County, in such parts of the 
County as had come into market; besides, a large number 
of improvements were bought, under the expectation of 
getting pre-emption rights. The mob spirit which first 
made its’ appearance in Daviess County, for a season 
seemed to sleep, and there was no hindrance offered to 
the settlements, which were increasing very fast. All , 
parties remained quiet; many of those, who had been en- ~ 
gaged in the first mob in Daviess, came forward and made 
confession of their wrongs; and all,so far as Daviess was 
concerned, was peace: But Ray, Clay, Clinton and Platt 
kept up a continual threatening, until it could not be borne 
any longer; and the saints openly declared that it should 
Ys cease; for they would suffer it no longer. No person 
should come into the streets of Far West as they had been 
accustomed to do, and there threaten the people with 
d mobs. This, had the desired effect; it ceased, and no per- 
sons ventured to do so any more. But the before men- 
tioned Counties kept up a continual threatening at home, 
) whenever they saw any of the people of Caldwell. | 
f _ This order of things continued without any violence, 
until the Election which took place in August of 1838. 
t€ | The saints had been in Caldwell County, fon the Aug. 
of 1836, making two years. | | 
Threatenings were making that they should not vote 


"y at the election. Not only was it threatened that they 
y should not vote in Daviess County, but there were insinua- 
e tions thrown out, that there would be a mob in Caldwell 
’ to prevent the people there, from voting. There were no 
greet fears however entertained that any attempt of the 
ind would be made. The election at last cameon;and 


the saints went to discharge, what they considered, not only 
ty a privilege, but a duty also. One of the candidates for 
r ag in Daviess County, was by tf® name of 
“+ 7 William Peniston, a very ignorant, ambitious creature, . 
y who was determined to carry his election if possible, and 4 
1 that at all hazards, whether the people were willing to @ 
f f elect him or not. Those, who were not willing to vote for 
© | him, he determined by the force of mob law, tu prevent: 
3 from voting. | 

on It may not however be amiss here to give an account| 


| 
| 
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of this said Peniston’s maneuvres during the electioneer 
 fimgcampaign. He was,at the time, the Colonel of the Mili- 
tia in Daviess County, and had been the leader mm thefirst 
mob, which had been raised to prevent the saints from mak- 
ing settlements in Daviess County, in the first instance, of 
which mention has been made. When the electioneering 
campaign had fairly commenced, great exertions were 
made by the different candidates and their friends, to obtain 
the votes of the saints; each man, in his turn, making appli- 
cation: Peniston, like the rest, made application also. 
Mr. Wight, who was a man of influence among the saints, | 
was the one to whom said Peniston made overtures. Mr. 
Wight, knowing that Peniston had always been an enemy 
to the saints, took the liberty to ask Peniston, about his 
former hostilities, and his previous attempt to drive them 
from their homes; as well as many abusive things which 
he had said. Peniston declared that he never had any in- 
tention of driving them from their homes; heonly tried to 
scare them, and if he could not, he intended to let them 
alone: and as to the many abusive things which he had 
_ gaid; he said “ they were very wrong; he had been deceiv- 
ed by false reports, without being acquainted with the 

eople; and, since he had became acquainted with them, 

e found that they were first rate citizens.” And by 
_ Many such sayings, he attempted to gain votes: but the 
saints, all the time knowing that, he was a corrupt man, 
and every way disqualified for the office after which he 
‘was struggling, would not be induced to vote for him at 
all.. This, he fully understood, before the election, and 
made his arrangements accordingly : having his satellites 
- at the election, to aid him in executing his purpose, in 
preventing the saints from voting. In the early part of 
the day, at the election, Peniston madea speech; the object 
Of which Was, to excite the indignation of the people, to 
such a degree, that he could get a sufficient number'‘to 
join the mob, to keep the saints from voting, if they at- 
tempted it. In this speech, he used the most abusive lan- 
guage that he was master of; denouncing the saints in 
round terms, in a most ridiculous manner. Having his 
party ready, at the end of the speech, they began to throw 
out the their threats, that none of the d—d Mor- 
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frions, to use their own language, should vote. These. 
threatenings began to assume 4a very serious tone, very 
soon. One kept exciting another, and drinking very free- — 
ly, until a man by the name of Richard Weldon, common- . 
ly called Dick Weldon, attacked a man by the name of 

amuel Brown, who was but just able to be about, after a 


to insult Mr. Brown in a most insolent manner; Mr. 
Brown, very mildly told him, that he did not wish to 
have any difficulty with them,or any other person; the 
other swore that the Mormons were no more fit to vote 
than the d—d niggers, and that he would knock him 
down; and made an attempt to strike him: A man b 

the name of Perry Durfee; being near them, caught We 

don’s hand, and kept him from striking Brown. This,was ~ 
no sooner done, than Durfee was knocked down, and a 
number of men commenced beating him -with clubs, 
boards, and any thing they could get. Durfee cried for — 
help: several men ran into the midst of the crowd, to get 
Durfee out of their hands, for the cry was “ kill him, Ail 


him, d—n him.” The names of those who rushed into 


the crowd, were Jackson Steward; Hiram Nelson; Henry 
Omsted; Abram Nelson; and one other man by the name 
ef Nelson. ‘They succeeded in saving the life of Durfee, 
but: not until they had knocked down, some twelve or 
fifteen men. A large number of from twelve to twent 
rushed on to Steward; crying kill him, God d—n him, ki 


- him. They had dirks and clubs, and other weapons; one 


of them dirked him under the shoulder blade; he called 


- aloud for assistance, as he fled from them; and they were 
- on the very eve of stabbing him. A man named John L. 


Butler, seized a billet of wood, and ran furiously upon them, 


- knocking down all he came to, until the rest fled before | 


him, and he rescued Steward out of their hands, having 
with his own hands whipped some twenty men. The 
total number of the saints in this affray, did not exceed ten; 
that of the mob, from fifty, to a hundred. | 

The mob, then despatched a number of their gang to get 
guns and ammunition, swearing that they would kill all 
the saints they could find, or drive them out of Daviess . 
County, sparing neither men, women, or children. The | 


very dangerous fit of sickness. The said Weldon, began 4 
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| ~ saints left the ground, and went home: few if any of them 
shaving voted. i | 
Having in possession several affidavits concerning the — 
election in Daviess County, we here insert them. 
State of Missouri, 

County of Caldwell. 
-  _— Before me, Elias Higbee, one of the Justices of the Coun- 
' — ty Court, within and for the County of Caldwell aforesaid, 
} personally appeared, Samuel Brown, who being duly 
‘sworn, deposeth and saith: That on the 6th day of August, 
in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty eight, in the town of Gallatin, in the County of 
Daviess, and State aforesaid, that at the election in the 
town aforesaid, one William Peniston did make a speech, 
at said election; in the which, he represented the heads 
of the Church of Latter Day Saints, as being liars, Coun- 
terfeiters, and scoundrels; and that the members of said 
Church, were dupes; and not too good to take a false 
oath, on any common occasion; that they would steal 
their property, and that their property he did not consid- 
er safe; and that he was opposed to their settling there, 
and ever would be: And sundry other things, which 
were calculated to inflame the minds of those present: 
from which time, there appeared to be much excitement 
ome the saints, and some hard sayings. One Richard 
eldon, said that the saints were not allowed to vote, in 
Clay County, no more than the damned Negroes: and 
that said Weldon, made an attempt to strike said de- 
ponent, who stepped out of the way: In the second at- 
tempt to strike, one Mr. Durfee, a Mormon, stept in, and 
revented him, holding his arm; and immediately, about 
ve or sixof those excited againt the Mormons, commenc- 
éd holding and beating said Durfee, with clubs and boards, 
| saying kill him, kill him, God damn him, kill him: immedi- 
ately after which, the fight commenced on both sides, with, 
and without clubs. One of the Mormons, so called, by the 
-name of Steward, received a cut with a knife or dirk. 
And further, the said deponent saith; there was, as h« consid- 
ered, no insult offered to said Weldon before he attempt 
_ ed to strike; and that the conversation immediately pre- 
vious to his attempting to strike, was, that deponent said 
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Court, within and for the County aforesaid, personall y 
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to Weldon, “that we would give no man an insult;-we 
will use every man well, and are determined to be used 
well.” And further, this deponent saith not. | 
i (Signed) SAMUEL BROWN. 
Sworn and subscribed to, this fifth day of September, 


A. D. 1838. 
(Signed) ELIAS HIGBEE, One of 
= Justices of the County 
/0urt. 


State of Missouri, | 
County of Caldwell: ¢ 

‘Before me, Elias Higbee, one of the Justices of the 
County Court, within and for the County aforesaid: Per- 
sonally appeared, Hiram Nelson and James Nelson; who 
being duly sworn according to law, deposeth and saith, 
‘that the aforesaid deposition of relative 
to the aforesaid transaction, of the affray in Daviess Coun- 
ty, on the day of election; with all the circumstances, and | 
conversation mentioned therein; are substantially true, to 
the best of our knowledge: and that we, the said depon- 
ents, were standing within three or four feet of said Brown, 
when said conversation took place,and said affray began :” 
and further, the deponents saith not. 

(Signed) HIRAM NELSON, 
| | JAMES NELSON. 
‘Sworn to and subscribed, this 5th day of September, 


State of Missouri, | 
County of Caldwell. ¢ 
Before me, Elias Higbee, one of the Justices of the County 
ap- 
ared, Moses Daley, Abraham Nelson, Edmund Nelson, 
a Daley, and William W. Patten; who being duly sworn 


according to law, deposeth and saith; that the aforesaid 
statement made by Samuel Brown, in his deposition, of the — 
late affray in Daviess County, on the day of election,con- 


cerning the speech of William Peniston, and the begin- 
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ing of the said affray; are substantially true to the best of 


our knowledge. 
(Signed) MOSES DALEY. 
ABRAHAM NELSON. 
JOHN DALEY. 
WILLIAM W. PATTEN. 


_ Sworn to, and subscribed, this 5th day of September, 
A.D. 1838. | 
(Signed) ELIAS HIGBEE, J.C.C.C.C. 


_ After the election, threatenings were made in the mést 
daring manner, declaring that the saints should leave 
County; that they would raise a mob and drive them out, 
and take all their lands and other property as spoil. _In- 
deed this was the secret which was working in their hearts 
all the time; and what they were determined todo. It 
was the property of the saints, they wanted,and what they 
were determined to have. They boasted that the author- 
ities of the State, would not interfere to assist the Mor- 
mons, as they called them. They said it had been fairly 
proven, in the case of both Jackson and Clay Counties, that 
the Government would not assist them; and they said, they 
might as well drive them off and take their property as 
not; for they could not help themselves. With such lan- 


guage did they provoke one another, to acts of violence. ° 


It will be seen by the above affidavits, that Clay Coun- 
ty had prohibited the saints from voting, when they resid- 
ed there; and this circumstance tended tu encourage others 
in their wickedness. All these things were done in the 
face of the authorities; and it will be seen how far they 
regarded their oaths of office. 

osiah Morin, the candidate for State senator and who 
was elected, came to Far West, either the evening before 
the election commenced, or the first morning of the elec- 
tion. He staid that day, and until the next morning. 
Early, the second morning of the election, he said that a 
ntleman, who lived in Ra County, had left Gallatin. 
ate the preceding evening, (Gallatin, was the County seat 
of Daviess County, and the place where the election was 
_ held) and that there had been a serious affray, at the elec- 
tion in Gallatin; that the mob had tried to stop the saints 
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from voting; and in order to accomplish their object, had : ‘ | 


killed two of them, and their bodies were lying on the 
ground, and they would not let their friends have them for 

urial; and that one other man, had fled into the woods, 
badly wounded; supposed to be dead, as he had not been 


heard of, after he had disappeared among the bushes. 


This created a great feeling, and of course much excite- 
ment. A physician, who resided in Far West, by the 
name of Sampson Avard, called for volunteers, declar- 
ed that he would have the bodies of those persons who had 
been killed, and bury them; and have the man that was 


lost, or die in the attempt: The ag coming front 


‘Morin, a resident of the County, and the successful can- 
didate for the State senate, no doubt was entertained of 
its truth. A company was raised consisting, if we recol- 
lect right, of about seventeen persons, who left Far West, 
for the express object of getting the bodies of the dead. 
Through the course of the day, there were probably to 
the number. of fifty persons, all going to enquire after 


their friends, for it was unknown to the people of Cald- 


well, who of their friends were killed; for no doubt was 
entertained, but some of them were dead. 
When the company arrived there, they found the report 


not true: there had been a great difficutly; but no 


lives lost that was known of. But there was nothing 
heard but threatening—men were passing through the 
village, which had been Iaid off, by the saints, threatenin 

them, that in three days they should all be driven out, an 

the property taken as spoil. It was reported, and that 
by themselves, too, that there was a large mob gathering at 
ustice of the Peace, and had at the 


am Black, formerly a 


election, been elected one of the County Judges, was at 


the head of it. It was thought best, seeing he was a peace 
officer, to go and enquire ata the affair. This said Adam 


Black, had, a short time before this, sold his possessions | 


to one of the saints, by the name of Vinson Knights, and 
had received two hundred dollars, as part of the payment, 
A committee was appointed, consisting of five or six per- 
sons; the names of three of them, were Sampson Avard, 
Lyman Wight, and Cornelius P. Lott; the names of the 


a small in Daviess County; and that Ad- 
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4 others not recollected. They accordingly went to the 


house of Mr. Black, who received them unfriendly, looked 


_ apon their visit as a high insult, and refused to give them 
- any satisfaction. This, tended to confirm the report, that 
he was head of a mob—it crested some uneasiness. Quite 
--anumber of persons, in the course of the day, went to a 


spring of water which (was near his house, to drink, and 
theo to get water for their horses. Dr. S. Avard, and a 


- number of others, went into his house and again interro- 
- gated him respecting the mob, and some angry words 


assed between them. Black, sent for Mr. Joseph Smith 


Jr., who was at the spring, to come into the house; ac- 


cordingly he came in, the matter was talked over; Black 
denied having any thing to do with amob, and said he nev- 


_ er would have; and that as a peace officer, he felt himself 
. ‘bound, as muchto do justice to the saints, as to other citi- 
zens, and he would do it. Mr. Smith then asked hin, if 


he had any objections to signing a paper to that effect, 


go that it might be had for the benefit of those who enter- 


tained fears on this matter. He said he had not, accord- 
ingly he wrote the following note. We give it here, with- 
out any alteration in orthography, or composition. 

“T Adam Black, a justice of the peace of Daviess coun- 
ty, do hereby sertify to the people coled Mormin, that he 
is bound to suport the constitution of this State, and of 
the United State, and he is not attached to any mob nor 
will not attach himself to any such people. And so long 
as they will not molest me, I will not molest them. 

This the 8th day of August, 1838. 
| (Signed) ADAM BLACK, J. P.” 
After this transaction, the company returned to the 


village, where many of the saints lived, called Adam Ondi- 


awman, to the house of Col. L. Wight. - Shortly after their 
return to the house of Mr. Wight, three presons came from 
Millport—the whole matter was talked over, and it was 
agreed that there should be a committee chosen from 
among the people of Millport and vicinity; and also a 
eommittee appointed of the inhabitants of Adam Ondiaw- 
man, to meet at Adam Ondiawman, and have all the affairs 


understood, and have peace. ‘The committees 


eecordingly met. ‘ On the part of the people of Millpart, 
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liams, representative elect; James B. Turner, clerk of the 
Circuit Court, and several others, names not known. 
On the-part.of the people of Adam Ondiawman, were 
Lyman Wight, Vinson Knights, John Smith, Reynold 


Cahoon. At this meeting, the strongest assurances were - 
given by both parties, that there should be no hostilities» 
commenced on either part—that they all would abide the . 


laws, and support them; and that no depredations of any 
kind should be committed on either part: and after the 


strongest, possible assurances, each party returned home. 
But while these pretended negotiations were going ony 
a.certain portion of the mob of Daviess was running-iato — 


the different Counties, telling the people, that they were 
driven from their houses, with their families, and that the 
Mormons were destroying all their property; and calling 
on them forhelp. Adam-Black, Wm. Peniston, and some 
others,, ran to Reostianee, and-there made oath before 
A. A. King; the precise oath, asI have not a copy of it, I 
cannot here insert; .but the substance of it was, that he had 
been compelled by a bedg of armed men which had sur- 
rounded him, undér pain of death, to sign an instrument 
of writing, which was unlawful for any man to sign. He 


also said that Joseph Smith Jr., and Lyman, Wight, were 


part of thecompany. The said A, A. King, immediately 
issued a writ, for Messrs. Smith and Wight; it was -put 
into the hands of the Sheriff of Daviess County to exe- 
cute, and without his ever attempting to serve it, it. was 
reported that they had refused to be taken; and that the 
Militia must be called out to take them, for the laws must 
be kept!. But instead.of calling out the Militia, they went 
to raising a mob; and they were gathering into Daviess 


these unlawful transactions going on, and the pretext, 
the time, that the before mentioned persons would not be 


taken, Messers. Smith and Wight, sent for King and stat- 


ed to him, the matter as it was, and requested him to come 
and investigate the whole case. This, King agreed to. do; 
the case was investigated by him, and 


there appeared Josiah Morin, senator elect; John Wil- i 


County in multitudes, if theirown report wasto be cred- 
ited; but without any legal. authority whatever. Seeing 
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the reports found to be false—the fellows themselves, be- 
There give an affidavit taken during the time of this ex- 
State of Missouri, 
Caldwell County. § 
Before me, Elias Higbee, one of the Justices of the Coun- 
Court, within and for the County of Caldwell aforesaid. 
ersonally came, Joseph Smith Jr., who being duly sworn 
according to law, deposeth and saith, that on the 7th day 
of August 1838, being informed that an affray had taken 
pace in Daviess County, at the election in the town of 


allatin, in which two persons were killed, and one person 


‘was badly wounded, and fled to the woods to save his 


life; all of which were said to be persons belonging to the 


Society of the church of Latter Day Saints: And further, 


said informant stated that those*persons who committed 
the outrage, would not suffer the bodies of thcse who had 
been killed to be taken off the ground and buried. These 


Teports, with others; one of which, was that the saints 


had not the privilege of voting*at the polls, as other citi- 
zens—another was, that those opposed to the saints, were 


determined to drive them from Daviess County: And 


also, that they were arming, and strengthening their 
forces, and preparing for battle; and that the saints were 
reparing and making ready to stand im self-defence. 
hese reports having excited the feelings of the citizens 


of Far West and vicinity, I was invited by Dr. Avard 


and some others, to go out to Daviess County, to the 
scene of these outrages; they having previously determined 
to go out, and learn the facts concerning said reports. Ac- 
cordingly, some of the citizens, myself among the number, 
went out, two, three, and four m companies, as they got 


ready. The reports and excitement continued until sever- 


al of those small companies, through the day, were induced 


‘to follow the first; who were all eager to learn the facts 
Goncerning this matter: We arrived, in the evening, at 
‘the house of Lyman Wight, about 3 miles from Gallatin, 
‘the-scene of the reported outrages: Here we learned 
the»truth concerning the said affray; which had been con- 


siderably exaggerated; yet, there had been a serious vut- 
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rage committed. We there learned that the mob was 
collected at Millport, to.a considerable number; ‘and that 
Adam Black, was at their head, and were to attack the 
saints the next day, at the place where we then were, — 
called Adam Ondiawman, this report, we were inclmed 
to believe might be, true, as this Adam Black, who 
was said to be their leader, had been, but a few months 
before, engaged in endeavoring to drive those of the so- 
ciety, who had settled in that vicinity, from the County. 
This fact, had become notorious from the fact that said 
Black had personally ordered . several of the said s0- 
ciety to leave the County. The next morning, we de- 
spatched a committee to said Black’s, to ascertain the 
truth of those reports, and to’ know what his intentions 
were: and’ as we understood he was a Peace officer, we 
wished to know what we might expect from him. The 
committee returned in a short time, with dn unfavorable 
report—that Mr. Black, instead of giving them any assur- 
ance of preserving the peace,’ imsulted them, and gave 
them no satisfaction. Being desirous to know the feelings 
of Mr. Black for myself, and being in want of good water; 
and understanding there was none nearer than Mr. Black’s 
spring; myself, with several others, mounted our horses 
and rode up to Mr. Black’s fence. Dr. Avard, with one 
or two others, who had rode ahead, went into Mr, Black’s 
house; myself and some others, went to the spring for 
water. 1 was shortly after, sent for by Mr. Black, and 
invited into the house, being introduced to Mr. B. by 
Dr. Avard; Mr. Black. wished me to be seated:: We 


then commenced a conversation, o1 the subject of the 


late: difficulties, and present excitement. 1 found Mr. 
Black, quite hostile in his feelings, towards the saints; but | 
he assured us that he did not, belong to the mob, neither 
would he take any part with them; but said he was bound 
by his oath, to support the Constitution of the United 
States, and the Laws of the State of Missouri. Deponent 


then asked him, if he would make said statements in writ-— 


ing, so as to refute the arguments of those who had affirm- 

that he, (Black) was one of the leaders of the. mob. 
Mr. Black, answered in the affirmative, accordingly he did 
so, which writing is im the possession of the deponent. 
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The deponent further saith, that no violence was offered 
‘toany individual, in his presence, or within his knowledge; 


and that no insulting Given by 


except on the part of Mrs. Black, who, while Mr. Black 
‘was engaged in making out.the above named writing 
‘(which he made with his own hand) gave to this deponent, 
and others of the society, highly insulting language, and 
false accusations, which were calculated in their nature, 
to greatly irritate, if possible, the feelings of the bystand- 
ers, belonging to said society, in language like this; being 
asked by the deponent, if she knew any thing in the Mor- 
men people, derogatory to the character,of gentlemen, 
she answered in the negative, but said she did not know, 
_ but the object of their visit, was to steal something from 
them. After Mr. Black, had executed the writing, depon- 
ent asked Mr. Black if he had any unfriendly feelings to- 
wards the deponent; and if he had not treated-him gen- 
teelly. .He answered in the affirmative; deponent then 
took leave ‘of said Black, and repaired to the house of 
Lyman Wight. The next day we returned to Far West. 
And further, this deponent saith not. 
ss (Signed) JOSEPH SMITH, Jr. 
‘Sworn to, and subscribed, this fifth day of September, 

A.D, 1838. | 
(Signed) ELIAS HIGBEE, J.C. C. C.C. 


But the case, having undergone a legal investigation, 
had no tendency to stop the operations of the mob; but it 
tended clearly to show how much sincerity there was, in 
their pretended zeal, for the !aws; for in open and vowed 
' violation of them, they went on to collect together, and to 
geet into Daviess County, from Ray, Corrill, Livingston, 
linton, and Platt; and some from:Clay: Openly declar- 
ing, that they would put the law at defiance, and the saints 
should be driven out. They, in the mean time took their 
families away from their houses under the preténce of fear: 
‘and ran through the country, from County to County, tell- 
ing show.they were driven from their homes—got up 
County, meetings in the surrounding Counties, particular- 
ly JatKson, Ray, Corrill, and Livingston. At these meet- 
ngs, Would be seen preachers of the Gospel, as they called 
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themselve, drunkards, profane swearers, and all, 
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one company; and all declaring their determination, to aid 


their friends, if necessary. In one of these mobmeetings 


in Ray County, was seen Thomas C. Birch, -States At- 
torney, and now, one of the Missouri Judges: also, Amos 
Reese, who would wish to be called a respectable law- 
yer. . At these meetings, the most slanderous resolutions 
would be passed, that a people, so basely ignorant as they 
were, could invent. The mob, thus encouraged by judges, 
lawyers, priests, &c., kept gathering in large numbers. 
The roads were infested with them; companies of armed 
men, were passing and repassing in every direction, while 
a great majority of the principal men of the country, if 
they did not jom the mob, used no. exertions, to prevent 


its operations. Among the rest, that headed a gang of 


these ruffians, was Cornelius Gilliam, who was the same 
season elected to the State Senate. He liad but a short 
time before, been converted, and had united with the bap- 
tist church. Ae 

The whole body made its way to Daviess County. 
On Gilliain’s arrival, the saints were summoned to send 


aflag into his camp, forthwith, and receive terms at his 


hand. ‘They however, paid no attention to the mandate 
of this new potentate. After they had, as they supposed, 
got Te strong, they commenced taking cattle, 
corn, &c., to feed their army. Cattle, horses and grain, 


were taken with aJiberal hand; and they publicly boasted, — | 


that they'“lived on Mormon beef, and Mormon corn.” 
The. saints dare not leave their homes, for if they did, they 
were stopped on the road,—they were shot at—their 
horses taken from them, and to all appearance, they would 
be ruined. All the time, the mob had their runners, tell- 
ing that their wives and children were driven from their 
homes; that their fences were thrown down, and the 
Mormons were destroying all they had: Their wives 


and children, were either in the camp, or else sent off to 
some of their friends in the. adjoining Counties: and all 
_ this, they pretended was through fear. But, to certain of | 
their friends, they said their object.inso doing was, to keep ‘ 
the public aera their real design; for they did not 
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swish their women and children there, when they drové the 
-Motmons out, lest they might get hurt. The saints were 
all the time, making application to the authorities of the 
- country, to putdown the mob. Messengers, after inessen- 


they discharge their duty; and can feel as if their oath of 


pers, were sent to the Military officers, and to the Judge 


of the Court, to get them to send to the Governor, if neces- 


sary, and put an end to the ravages of this banditti: and 
after much exertion, and much labor, at last, the Judge 


ordered out the militia. General Atchison was ordered 


out as the commander-in-chief; omens ‘a Major General. 
Brigadier Generals, Doniphan and Parks, were both or- 


dered out with their brigades. They put their forces 
under orders, and took up their line of march for Daviess 
~County—the scene of trouble. 


‘ On their arrival, they took a position between where 
the mob was encamped, and Adam Ondiawman. Instead, 
however, of these generals, which was their duty to ‘have © 
done, going and arresting this band of plunderers and 
murderers, which they truly were; and having them forth- 


with brought to justice; they went to tampering with 
them. The mob complained to them, that their property 

» had been stolen and destroyed, by the saints. The ofh- 
cers, went to their houses, which they had evacuated, and 
found some of them open, and all their property in them, 


as they left it,and nothing disturbed. They continued 
the investigation, until they became satisfied that if an 
of their (the mob’s) property was taken, they took it 


_ themseives, to raise a false alarm; or at least, the officers, 


all said so. The mob openly and fearlessly declared to 


them, that “ they lived on Mormon beef and Mormoncorn.” 


The saints. required of the officers, that they should be ar- 
rested, and brought to justice, for plundering their property; 
unlawfully assembling to drive peaceable citizens from their 


homes; and for threatening their lives, and keeping them 


in fear; in open violation of the lawsofthecountry. When 


these things were pressed upon them, they excused the 
‘matter, by saying that their troops were so mutinous and 


rebellious, they dare not venture to do it. The course 
they took, to quell the mob, however, was a singular one: 
if those gentlomen think, that in doing as they did, 
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te say, but will let the sovereign people give their decis- @ 
jon, and the God of Eternity-dispose of them, and the @ 
matter; as seemeth wisdom and justice in hiseyes. 


~had done with the mob, in Jackson County: and after 
_ had been Militia, regualarly called out. 
_’ Tt would take a volume larger than our present purpose @ 
will admit, to tell all the outrages, committed by this | 


_ it had been with the mobs of Jackson and Clay counties. 


- missing, and have never been obtained until this-day, nor — 
heard of. Horses, also were taken, that belonged to them 


a passing and repassing ; not only through Daviess, but the 
adjoining. Counties in open violation of the laws; com- 


taken ; and to gratify themselves with rehearsing to their 


office required no more at their hand; we have no more # 


After tampering with them as we before stated, and af- 


ter having the fullest evidence that could be given; even 


that of their own testimony; that they were a gang of | 
theives and plunderers, they took Cornelius Gilliam, the — 

reputed leader of the gang, and united him and his com-  _ 
pony with their troops and called them Militia, just as Bo 


1s 
maneuver, disbanded them, and sent them home, asif they. 


banditti of plunderers ; for it was precisely with them, as 


Corn fields were laid open by them to the destruction of 
beasts, and carried off in wagon loads to feed their horses: @& 
cattle were killed in multitudes. There were one hun- J 
dred head of cattle, belonging to the saints, which were 


a great number of them, and have not been obtained since. 
Some of them have since been heard of but the lives of 
the owners have been threatened if they offered to take 
them, or even to go -where they were. People passin 


civilly along the road, were stopped, insulted and abused, q 
out of all bearing ; and not only insulted and abused, but 


lundered. Families that were moving, were prevented 
rom going to their places. Bodies of armed men were 


mitting depredations, and abusing civil citizens,.and that. | 
in the face of the authorities of the State; the governor @ 
having full knowledge of it,-yet, the transgressors went © 
unpunished. And when the Militia, under the before | 
mentioned generals, went to quell them, all that was # 
done, was to make Milita out of them, and disband them, 
and send them home to enjoy the plunder which they had 4 
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J m, associates, acts of violence and plunder, and boasting of 
} ait, and that publicly. There was not the first éffort made 


to restore the property, they had stolen, nor pay for the 
cattle they had killed, though the civil. authorities were 
called upon, time and again to do so; and at all times, when 
called on to do so, replied, that it was in vain to under- 


.. take it, for there could not bea jury found, that would do 


-the saints justice, and it was in vain to sue, for they would 
obtain nothing. Thus being put off, from time to time, 
the saints had to sit down and submit to their fate. 
_ . +Here, probably, would be as suitable a place as any, 
_ to notice one circumstance, which goes far,to prove the 
the apathy which reigned in the siadreuthoriiice, and their 
girdlfingness todo the saints justice. The truth is, the'civil 
officers, were as much to blame for the outrages of the 
_ mob, as the mob was ; because they gave them lenity to 
do so. | 
: There was in Ray County a quantity of United States 
arms, from forty to fifty stand.’ They were in the care 
of a man by the name of Pollard, known by the title of 
Capt. Pollard. While this mob was collecting in Daviess 
County, being scarce of arms, they went to the place 
where those arms were deposited, and took them, whether 
with, or without the consent of Pollard, we know not, 
and were carrying them off to Daviess County. In going 
from Ray, to Daviess County, they had to pass through a 
’ corner of Caldwell. The civil authorities of Caldwell, 
hearing of the circumstance, sent the Sheriff of the Coun- 


_ ty to intercept them-in passing through the County. 
hi 


s the Sheriif effected: arrested the persons carrying 
the guns, and brought them to Far West, for trial. The 
trial came on — the facts were all proven, that the guns 
had been taken by one of the men who was then incustody, 
and they were taking them to Daviess County, to arm the 
mob that was then collecting in Daviess County : and it 
was also proven, that the mob was collecting for the pur- 
pose of driving the saints from their homes. 

After the arrest and trial, a letter was sent to.A: A. 
King, the Circuit Judge; informing bim of the facts, and 
asking his advice, how to dispose of both the prisoners 
and the guns. Accordingly, when General Doniphan’s 
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army was on their march to Daviess County, they passed 


through Far West. Doniphan demanded the prisoners; 


they were accordingly given up. «He said he had the au- 
thority of King, to do so. They were marched off with 


the troops and set at liberty, after they. had been con- 


victed at a court of inquiry, and holden to bail for their — 
appearance, at the Circuit Court. Thus were the laws | 


of’the land put. at defiance, to save from punishment, 


a mober and plunderer, and that, by the judge of the Cir- . 3 } 


cuit Court, who was bound by oath, to do otherwise.— 
There were three persons arrested, the principal of which 
was John B. Comer, the others were only hired in his ser- 


vice. - 


This arrest took place on the 9th day of Sept. 1838, 


on the first day of the week, and it was in the same week 
that Generals Atchison, Doniphan and Parks, went with 
their troops to Daviess County. It was during the oper- 


ations of this mob, the saints had a fair opportunity of 
trying the honesty of the civil officers of Daviess County. — 


An old gentleman from Ohio, by the name of Hoops, was 


moving into Daviess County. He had to pass ir 
e 


Millport, the residence of the principal leaders of 

Daviess County mob. Wm. Peniston, whose name has been 
mentioned before, stopped his team forcibly in the road, 
abused and insulted the family. Mr. Hoops, was an en- 
tire stranger in the County: he was detained a number of 
hours, before he could get away from them. The old 
man went to a Justice of the Peace, and got a States 


_ Warrant for him, gave it to an officer, and had it served on 


him as they said, and had a day appointed for. the trial.— 
When the dav came, Peniston was not there, but another 
man-was permitted to answer for him; and after the 
witnesses were all sworn, and the facts of the unlawfiil 
detention proven, the justice pronounced, no cause of 
action. Peniston, in the mean time, had gone to Corriil 
County, to join another mob, which hed met, to drive out 
a settlement of the saints which had settled in that Coun- 
ty. The name of the justice was Covington. It was 
found that in every County in upper Missouri, the laws 
would not be in force against themob. The civil officers. 
would not regard their oaths, but in open violation of 
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‘them, would acquit the mob, notwithstanding, the mob 
“would boast of ‘their-crimes in their presence. Up till this 
time, there was not a military or civil officer in Missouri, 
' ‘who had been called upon to quell this gang of plunderers, 
' .that would abide by his oath of office ; from the Governor 
down. When the civil officers were called upon, they 
would give decisions, the most barefaced violations of law, 
ever given-by mortals ; so much so, that they knew they 
were violating their oaths, when they: did it.. When the 
Military were called upon, instead of bringing the mob to 
justice ; they would call them Militia; which could be 
for no other purpose, but to keep them from the punish- 

ment justly due to their crimes. ‘ After the mob had been | 
honorably dismissed as Militia, and ordered ye! 
took up their line of march directly to De Witt, in Corrill 
County, to drive out a settlement of the saints in that 
place. The history of which settlement we shall here- 

after give. | we 

Part of the mob which was at Daviess County was from 
Corrill County. ‘Their principal leader, was Cerciel 
Woods, commonly called’ Sashel Woods. He was 
Presbyterian Preacher. ‘There was another Presbyte- 
rian Preacher with the Corrill County mob, by the name 
of Hancock. After the mob had departed for Corrill 
County ; the inhabitants of Daviess that had belonged to 
the mob, began to make proposals to the saints, either to 
sell or buy. ‘I'wo committees were appointed for this 
purpose, one oneach part: After some arrangements in 
relation to the matter, the committee on the part of the 
samts, agreed to buy out all the possessions which the 
mob had in Daviess County, and purchases were making 
of their ‘lands and crops (the land consisted in pre-emp- 
tion rights, as the land in that part of the County had not 
as yet, come into market) every day, and payment made, 
until there was some. twenty-five thousand dollars worth 
of property bought .from the mob, in improvements and 
crops. While these operations were going on, the mob 
. would occasionally boast, that when they had got pay- 
.ment for their lands and crops, they would rise up, and 
drives the saints out and keep both their lands and their 
crops. They also sold a large quantity of hogs, some 
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show, that their threats were real. 


mob took and buried her child. A body of armed men 


cattle and sheep and other property. These thre atenings 4 j 
were making continually, but the saints did not-however, | 


entertain any great fears of their.doing so, but the sequel, 


While the mob was operating thus, in Daviess County, 
there were scattering families in other Counties which 


had to suffer violence also, at the hand of their neighbors. — | | 


In Livingston County, a family by the-name of Lathrop, 
who lived on a farm. which they had purchased from a 
man by the name of James. Weldon, was attacked, Mr. 
Lathrop was driven from home; his wife and some of 
his family were sick: afterhe was driven away, one of 
his children died, and his wife was. there alone and laying 
very sick, and there were twenty-five, or thirty armed men 
around the house, threatening her husband’s life, if he at- 
tempted to come home. In this situation, Mrs. Lathrop 
lay without, attendence, surrounded by a body of armed 
rufhans ; and while in this situation, her child died, and her ~ 
husband dare-not return to comfort her. - Her own situ- 
ation at the time being delicate; and terrified by the 
mob, her condition was afflicting in the extreme. The 


was sent by the authorities torelieve her. ‘They arrived 
at the place, and found the mob there, the most of whom 
fled at their approach. They took the woman and her 
goods and family which remained, and brought:her off | 
with them, with another family by the name of Jackson. - 
Mr. Jackson had also been driven from his familys Mrs. 
Lathrop, survived the abuse but a very short time. There 
were also scattering families of the saints in Ray, Clay 
and other Counties, who were severely threatened, and — 
some left the country out of fear, at the sacrifice of much 
e have already mentioned, that after the mob had 
been turned into Militia and disbanded as such, they went 
to Corrill County to attack a settlement of the saints in 
that place. The mob in Corrill County, began to assem- 
ble on the first of October 1838, We are not able to 
state the precise day ; but it was as early-as the first week 
of the month. We will now leave th. affairs of Daviess 
County, and the other Counties, to give an acconnt of 
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the settlement in Corrill: for the history of the others 
which remain, .is identified. with the history of this settle- 
-ment,.and the things which befel it. 


Some time in the last week'in March 1838, a man by 
the name of Henry Root, who was a large proprietor in 
the town platt of De Witt, on the Missouri river, arrived 
-atFar West. He was the bearer of a letter from a Mr. 
David Thomas, who had been a merchant in Corriliton, 
the county seat of Corrill County, but at the time he 

+ wrote this letter, was living within a few miles of De Witt, 


having purchased a large tract of land at that place; sa 


some fourteen hundred acres. ‘The object of Mr. Root’s | 


visit, and the letter of which he was the ‘bearer, was to 
i get some of the saints, to go to De Witt, and buy a part of 
the town platt, and aid in building it up» Mr. Thomas 
Was acquainted with many of the people of Far West. 
During the first visit of Mr. Root, there was nothing done 
in the matter. At this time, we were on our way,’ with 
our family to Far West; going there for the purpose of 
making a home. On the evening of the 2d day of April, 
stopped for the night, at the house of aman by the name 
of Morrison. on Turkey Creek. There was the said Mr. 
Root, who had ‘also put up for the night, returning home 
from Far West. He found out who we were, and then 
told us that he had been to Far West; and what he had 
been after; and also solicited our assistance, in getting 
some of our people to take part in building up the town 
of De Witt. Sometime afterwards, Mr. Thomas, came 
on the same errand, and it was not till after repeated soli- 
citations and assurances of all the assistance that we need- 
ed in case of any difficulty, that there was any disposition 
manifested on the part of the people of Far West, to com- 
ply with their request: However, after repeated solicita- 
tions, and strong assurances given of the advantages of 
the place, and-the facilities which it would afford to the 
‘settlements making in the upper Missouri, to have a town, 
and of course a landing place-on the river; at length a 
man by the name of George M. Hinkle, and one by the 
name of Jonn’ Murdock, went to examine the place. It 
was in June’ 1838, that they went to make the purchase. 
After cxamining the place, they purchased one half of the 
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town platt, and agreed with Mr. Root, from whom they” @ 


up the place. Accordingly in July following, they tov 


A committee was appointed to go and warn them of their 


to which they took exception. 


‘ 
» 


‘gh 


purchased, to’ move there with their as 
they conveniently could, in-order to commence buildin a 
to De Witt. Soon after their arrival a settlement ‘began “9 
tobe made. The saints at the time, were immigrating 9 
into the country, in considerable numbers, and a portion” | 
of them stept at De Witt. Some, purchased farms inthe © % 
vicinity, others, bought property in the town, and bythe 4 
middle of October, there were as many as seventy families | 
in the town, and the immediate ngighborhood.  Theyhad << 

bought and paid, for considerable property, and were mak-. 
ing arrangements to erect buildings and other conven- 


iences for their comfort. 
Some short time after the settlement first began,therewas 
a mob meeting éalled at Corrillton, the county seat of Corrill 
County, and resolutions passed, of a very treasonable | 
character. The proceedings of this meeting, were pub-. .4 
lished in the public papers. They there needivel todrive - | 
the saints out of the County, regardless of consequences. “J 


danger; and to demand of them, that they leave the Coun- 
ty forthwith. All these transactions were public,-and | 
perfectly knéwn to the authorities of the country; but’ @ 
not the most distant attempt was made to bringany of | 
them to justice. In consequence of the sapathy"of the 
government, the mob went on to holding megting after 
meeting—passing resolution after resolution, and threat- 
ening the saints with death, unless they would leave their | 
homes and property, and go out of the County. These 
proceedings were all public and notorious. This mob 
was led by two Presbyterian preachers; one by the name 
of Woods, called Sashel Woods; the other by the name 
of Hancock. They did not attempt to charge the saints 
with crime; it*was their religion, and their religion only, 


This ti, went and joined the Daviess County 
mob, when they commenced their operations, after the | 
election; and when they were turned into Militia, by Atchi- 
eet and Parks; and disbanded as troops rega- 
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»~ larly called out; the whole posse, went directly from Da- 
/  Viess Coutity, to attack the settlement of De Witt; as well 
=. as the scattering families through Corrill County. It was 
' sometime about the last of Sept. 1838, that they left Da- 
viess County for Corrill, threatening vengeance to the 
saints, without regard to sex oragee 
» ©. Daviess for a little season, by this means was free from 
=» them. It was during this time, that the people of Daviess, 
» - made sale of their lands and other property to the saints, 
all the time saying ‘to their particular friends, that they in- 
tended, as soon as they got pay for their lands and other 
_ _ property, to drive the saints off, and take it by force from 
os them. They declared that they were fools, if they did 
not do so,seeing that the law could not be enforced against ’ 
them forso doing. | 
After they had left Daviess County, and get collected § | 
at Corrill, they set- guards: The roads were so infested § } 
with them, that travellers were interupted on the way, § § 
as they were peaceably passing along the roads. The § ! 
more effectually to accomplish their purpose, they sent to ff 2 
_. Jackson County, and got acannon. It was said to bea 
six pounder ; they also got balls and ammunition with the §f v 
cannon, in abundance. Bodies of armed men, gathered § 0 
jn to aid them, from all the adjoining counties, particularly 
_ from, Ray, Saline, Howard, Livingston, Clinton, Clay, § in 
_ Platt,"and other parts of the State. Among the numbers § 
that came, was a man by the name of Jackson, from How- § n: 
ardy who was appointed their leader. He was called § m 
_ Capt. Jackson, and was among the number of the Mis- § be 
souri volunteers, that went to Florida, and cut such a §f ne 
figure there,as reported by Col. Taylor, 
4 The whole -band being collected, they closely invested § 
> __the placet A large portion of the people there, had just § M 
_ arrived, and they were forbidden to go out of the place, ff to 
under painofdeath. . They were deprived of getting food, crc 
- or providing houses for. themselves. - As fast as their cat- § cot 
~ tle, horses, or any other property, got where they could ff cor 
get hold of it, it was carried off, as spoil. If any of. the Jin 
left. the town, on any occasion, they were, shot:at, Ter 
“by layers-in-wait, who were laying concealed for the pur- ff dre 
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live in their wagons or in tents, or at least, the gre 
part of them. Application was made to the Jiidge 
Circuit Court for deliverance; and two companies of Mili 
tia were ordered out: One of the ‘companies was ‘com- 
manded by Samuel Bogard, a methodist preacher. The 
whole was put under the command of Brigadier General 


Parks; but they never made the first attempt to disperse 


the mob. . When the people of De Witt, enquired of S, 


the reason of his conduct, he always replied, that Bogard © 


and his company were so mutinous and mobocratic, that 


he dare not venture to attempt a dispersion of the me 


saying that if he did, Bogard and his company, instead 

dispersing the mob, would unite withthem. Amessenger 
was sent with a petition to the Governor, requesting aid 
from him. The man who took the petition, was by the 
name of Caldwell. 
received for answer, that the Mormons had got into a 
scrape, and they might fight it out; for he would have noth- 
ing to do with it. 
zens of De Witt. 


The peo le-finding’ themselves pressed on every hand. sw 


wtih difficulties, and a mob threatening their lives, and not 
only threatening, but using all their efforts to take them; 


for scouting parties were round in every direction, steal- 


ing cattle, horses, and all kinds of property that they could 
get. They set fire to a house owned by.a. man by the 
name of Smith Humphrey, and burnt it toashes; and the 


man and his family barely escaped with their lives.» Num- . 
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He went and saw the Governor, and 


his was the return made to the cité - 
| 


w 


bers of them died for want of proper attendance in-sick- | 3 


ness; for they had been deprived from making any provi 
sion whatever, for their families, many of whom:were sick, 
laying In wagons and in tents, without any other shelter. 
Many females, that were in delicate situations, gave birth 
to children under these forbidding circumstances ; and to 
crown all, their provisions were getting very low, and they 
could see nothing but actual starvation before them, by 
continuing where they were. This, added to the sickness 
in their midst, made their case deplorable indeed. Pa- 


rents had to stand still, and witness the death of their chil- . 


dren, without the means, to even make them comfortable 


in their dying moments: and children had to do the same 
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parents. The civil authorities, a8 well as the ‘mili- 
tary, had “all refused to do their duty, and there were 


many, of them, at least, as deeply engaged in‘the mob, as 
any others, In the meantime, Henry Root and David 
Thomas, who had been the sole cause of the settlement 


_ being made, solicited the saints toleavethe place. Thom- 
as, said that he had assurances from the mob, that if they 


; 


7 * would leave the place, they would not be hurt, and that 


they would be paid for all losses, which they had 
sustained; and that they had come as mediators to accom- 


plish this object; and that persons should be appointed to 


set value on the property which they had to leave; and 
that they should be paid for it. ‘They finally through ne- 
cessity, had to comply, and leave the place. Accordingly 
the committee was appointed. Judge Erickson was one 
of the committee, and Major Flory of Rutsville another; 
the names of the others not recollected. .They appraised 
the real estate; that was all. When the people came to 


start, their horses, oxen, and cows were gone, many of 
them; and could not. be found: It was known at. the 
_, time, and the mob boasted of it, that they had killed the ox- 
_ eh,and lived onthem. A great number of cows,-oxen, and 


horses, have never been seén since, which doubtless the 
mobitook, and kept. Such wagons ascould get off, started. 
It was was in the afterpart of the day, on the Ilth of 


October, 1838, when they left De Witt, for Caldwell, and 


Daviess Counties.. They travelled that day about twelve 


_. miles, and encamped in a grove of timber, near the road. 


That evening, a woman, who had, some short time before, 
given birth to a child, in consequence of the exposure oc- 
casioned by the operations of the mob, and having to move 
her,.before her strength would admit, died, and was buried 
in the grove, without a coffin. There were a considera- 
ble number sick, both grown persons and children, which 
was principally owing to their exposure, and to their having 
been obliged to live in their wagons and tents so long; and 
to being deprived of suitable food. No sooner had they 
started than Sashel Woods, called the mob togethers and 


_ made a speech to them, saying, that they must hasten to 


assist théir friends in Daviess County. The land sales 
(he said) were coming on; and if they could get the Mor. 
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_ order to accomplish their object—that, if the og 
and drive them-out, they could get all the lands back again, 7 


pre-emptions; and that they must hasten to Daviess, in 
would jom, 


as well as all the pay they had received for them. He 
assured the mob, that they had nothing to fearffrom the au- 
thorities in so doing; for they had now, full proof, that the 
authorities would not assist the Mormohs, and that they. 
might as well take their property from them asnot. His 
request was complied with, and accordingly the whole 
banditti started; taking with them, their cannon, for 
Daviess County. In the mean time, Cornelips Gilliam, 
was busily engaged in raising a mob, in Platt, and Clin- 


ton Counties; to aid Woods in his effort, to drive peace- 
able citizens, from their homes, and take their property. _ 


After the mob had-left Corrill County, there was ordered 


out, a part of two brigades of Militia, to check theirmove- © 
ments. Generals Doniphan and Parks, were iff command * 


of them, as it was ws of their brigades that were order- 
ed out. The first ea, that the people of Caldwell 
or Daviess, had of the mob, coming against them, was 


the arrival of a‘body of troops under the-command of Cok 


Dun, of Clay County, in Far West. . As the people of 


Caldwell, had no knowledge of any troops,designedtocome ~ | 
Into the place, their appearance caused some excitement. 


Both the military and civil officers, immediately met them, 


and enquired into the cause of their sudden appearance in 


the place, without. giving previous notice. ‘Their com- 
mander gave for answer, that “they had been ordered out, 
by General Doniphan; to repair to Daviess County, to,oper- 
ate against a mob, which was on its march from Corrill 
County, to Daviess.” This was on the first day of the 
week. We have notthe date, but it was in October. 
The evening following which was Monday, Gen. Doniphan 


arrived in Far West. In consequence of these hostile 
movements on the part of the mob, the people of Caldwell 
had assembled together, to take such measures as the 
emergency of the case might require. oo 

_ After the arrival of Doniphan, the authorities made 
eng 


uiry of him, = the matter, and the oper 
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mons driven out;'they could get all the lands entitled to 
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© ations of the mob. He stated that the mob had gone 
| from Corrill County, with their cannon, for the express 
© purpose of driving the saints from Daviess Ogee and 
that hé was going to operate against them ; but he said 
* thet his troops were so mutinous, that there was but little 
— reliance té be placed in them. He then. advised the au- 
thorities of Caldwell county, to send out two or three 
hundred men to Daviess county, to defend the people 
against the violence intended by the mob ;. until such 


ties, to put a stop to their operations : And he also told 

them, that Gilliam, was collecting a mob, in Platt, and 

other places, for the porpose of attacking Far West ; and 

said that it was absolutely necessary, that there should 
| be a strong guard kept at Far West, to defend the place. 
i _ In accordance with his representation, the authorities of 
the County, had the. militia regularly called out, and a 
number went to Daviess County as he had recommended, 
to await the movements and operations of the mob; and 
to act accordingly. 
The troops that had been ordered out by Doniphan, 
| ‘went only about a mile and a half, from Far West, and 
© - there encamped untilhe should arrive. After his arrival 
and giving the instruction he did, he went and ordered 


County. 

Immediately after his departure, Gen.: Parks of Ray 
County, arrived, and reported that he had sent on a num- 
ber of troops to Daviess, from Ray County, for the express 
purpose of stopping the ope of the mob; “part 


of them ” he said * were to be relied on, and part of them, 


were not.” All the officers said that Bogard and his com- 


paay , which in all their expeditions, had formed a part 
of their ie ‘were not. to be depended on, for he was 
as lawless, if not more so, and as mabocratic, as the worst 
Parks, on his arrival, expressed some disappointment, 
at not finding Doniphan there, as he expected, and also 
at his wade. ordered his troops home. It commenced 
snowing and storming, vehemently ; after which, Parks 
also sent his troops home, and they returned ; but Parks 


time. as effectual measures could be taken by the authori- 


me” his troops home, instead of sending them to Daviess © 
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himself, went on 0 Daviess County. The ‘mob, by this 
time, felt themselves sufficiently strong, and declaring ~ 
themselwes’ four hundred in number, and knowing that. ~ 
the troops had returned; they felt all-suffivient to commence 
their $e ; and accordingly, the very night of Parks 
arrival in Daviess County, the mob comniéficed their 
operations. ‘The first attack, was made on the house of 


aman by the name of Smith, who had gone on business. soil 


to Ohio. His wife, was there alone with two little  chil- 
dren, neither of them able to walk, and withal, Mrs. 
Smith, a very delicate woman. They drove her out of 
her house ; there was a heavy snow. on the ground— it 
was about the last of October or the firstof November. She 
took her two children in her arms, and walked three miles 
through: the snow, and waded Grand river, to Dairman, 
During the night, they burnt out seven families, and took 
all their goods and carried them off. They. swore ven- 
geance against the Mormons, as they called’them, that 
they should leave Daviess County, or they would sacrifice 
them all, and that they would make no terms of peace, 
but at the cannon’s mouth. | ) 


' The next morning after .this driving out and burning,” a 


Mr. Lyman Wight, who was an officer in the military, 
asked Gen. Parks, what they should do, he now saw the 


designs and purposes of the mob; and he wanted to “™ 


know how to proceed. 

Here let us just remark, that the saints had borne the. 
abuse of the people of Missouri, without causé or provo- 
cation on their part, except their religion, from the Summer 
of 1831, until this time, which was the first of November 
1838, during which time, their crops had been destroyed, 
their goods and chattels landerel, 
and-they, driven off their farms, in the face of the govern- 


_ ment, and appeal after appeal, made to the authorities 


for rédress ; but none could be had, and they had never, 
in one instance retaliated ; but submitted to be thus rob- 
bed and plundered ; and now they were not disposed to 
move, until the authorities of the country, said so: and 
seeing Gen. Parks, was there, they appealed to him.— 
Parks replied, with an oath, “ go and give them a complete 
dressing, for you will never*have any peace with them, 


their houses burned, 7 
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Stream, that was called the Grindstone. After he had 


_ Having the orders of their General, a man by the name 
of David W. Patten, took one hundred men, and went to 
e them battle, though they reported themselves four — 


q j Fanadréd strong, and hada cannon. As Mr. Patten gave 


chase, the mob fled before him. The pursuit lasted for 
two or three days, during which time, a general destruc- 
tion of property took place, burning houses &c. The 
saints fled into Diawman: with what they could carry 
with them, and the rest of their property was all destroy- 
ed. They drove in, such of their cattle, horses, hogs, 
and sheep as they could get in, as also their geese, chick 
ens &c. Their houses weresoon wrapped in flames, and — 
what they left behind them, made a preyoii 

Mr.. Patten, at last got so near the mob, that they left 
their cannon and fled. He took the cannon, and return- 
ed to Diawman, and thus ended the scene of destruction. 
It is necessary for a proper understanding of this matter, 
about the destruction of property, for the reader to know 


_that the saints had bought a heavy portion of Daviess 
# County; for which, there are documents now to show, 


and were. to have possession ina short time. Let it be 
noticed that the mob, in these burnings, had little to losé; 
they had got their pay, for both their houses, and their Jands, 
and their whole object was, to drive the saints from them, 
and keep both their lands and their pay; which by the assis- 
tance of Governor Boggs, they have been enabled to do. 
The mob declared, while they were selling their lands, that 


~ they would do so, and if:they could not accomplish their 


object any other way,-they* would burn their houses, 


_ and report the saints had done.it. This can be proven 


by Mr. Uriah B. Powel. | 

_ After the mob was dispersed, and their cannon taken, 
the people from Caldwell,. returned home, in hopes of hav- 
ing peace; but this hope proved to be vain, for Cornelius 


Gilliam, who had been very active in the mob, and acom- 


mander of one of their companies, that was painted, com- 
menced collecting his painted and scattered forces on a 


got as he supposed, a sufficient number of them collected 


a “until you do it; and I will stand between you and all dif 
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took cattle and horses &c.; and the people. of Caldwell a 


but not until Mr. Patten was killed, and a man by the # 


uh 


had to set,guards, to protect their property. 
Some short time after Gilliam enaad his operations, 
messengers came to Far West, reporting, that in the 
south part of Caldwell, there was a b iy of armed men, 
threatening the lives of the people, and ordering them - 
out of the County by 11 o’clock the next morning under 
pain of death, unless they would renounce their religions 
that they had burned, and were burning houses—had set 
fire to a :wagon-load of goods, which’a man had not 
unloaded at his door—that they were breaking into houses 
—taking their guns, and that they had actually taken 
three prisoners. The same report reached, again about 
midnight. On the arrival of the second report, the be- 
forementioned Mr.Patten, took about sixty men, and 
went to enquire into the affair. When he got to the 
place, the mob had moved; ‘he went in pursuigy’ and_un- 
expectedly, fell in with their guards. The guard fired, and 
killed one of his men. Patten, then ordered a rush: they 
immediately fell on them; the company fled very soon, 


{ +» 


name of Gideon Carter ; the name of the one killed by 
the guard, was Patterson C. Banian. Bogard, reported 
one killed, and 9 number wounded. 
After this affray, the men returned home. Butall peace 
had fled away; mobbing parties were m every direction: 
(t was dangerous for a man to go any distance from his 
house; if he did, and was on horseback, a gang of mobbers 
would take his horse from him; or if with a wagon and 
leam, the wagon and team, wotild both be taken, and this 
would be the last of them. These parties, were throwing 
down fences, and turning creatures into.cornfields, turnip, 
and potatoe patches, &c. Some who were considered 
rst in the county, were engaged in this foul business. 
Such-as Cornelius Gilliam, state senator; Judge Smith, a. 
judge in the Daviess County Court; and men of this stamp, 
were not only there, but leaders, and excited others to 
Matters continued thus; until the 29th of October. On @ 
this day, a large army cameand halted in a little skrtof 7 
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‘woods, about a mile from Far West. Shortly before they 
reached their place of encampment, they passed by the 
house of a man by the name of Carey; he was a strange 
in the country. One of the army, or rather mob, for 
such, they truly were, walked up to-him, and beat his 
brains-out with his gun. They took him up, and’threw 
him into a wagon, and took him off with them, and refus- 
ed to let his family see him, or administer to him. After 
keeping him for a length of time, they finally let his fami-: 
ly have him. | He expired shortly after. | 

This cool blooded murder, was passed by, as a matter 
of no consequence; though it was known to.all the officers. 
The man who committed the murder, was by the name 

Who they were, or what they were after, no one knew. 
It was rumored that such an army had crossed the Cald- 
well line; and the authorities sent out men, to enquire who 
they were§ and what they were after; but no information 
could be obtained, until the army arrived. Shortly after 
their arrival, a man by the name of Pomeroy, came to the 
town, bearing a white ag and said he wanted three per- 
“sons out of the town, before it was massacred, and the 
= ‘rest would all be put to the sword. a 
q _ The persons they called for, refused to go, saying that 
® if their friends had to be slaughtered, they would die with 

» them. The messsenger, shed a few crockadile tears, and 
went back to their camp. 
_ . Shortly after he returned, behold! here comes General 
© Doniphan, with his brigade; marching towards the town, 
= inline of battle. To thisebrigade, was presented a line 
= also, in battle order, consisting of two hundred and fifty. 
persons. ‘TheGeneral gazed upon them, and thought best 
to order a halt. . He paused and looked, and then order- 
ed aretreat,and went back tothe camp. 
‘During these maneuvres, of General Lucas’ army, for 
such the army proved to be, Cornelius Gilliam, with his 
banditti of painted plunderers, was prowling around the. 
County plundering all things that they could get their 
hands on, and carrying them off. ; 
| After the before-mentioned maneuvering, General Lu- 
| cas sent word to the town, that there should not be any 


‘ 


harm done to it, that night: but still there were maraud- 
ing parties, which were threatening to burn it;:and in con- 
sequence, it was thought best to throw up a little breast- 
work, around the town, and set guards to watch their 
movements. This, done, it was composed of rails, house- 
logs, empty wagons, &c. | 
As their custom had been from the beginning, so it was 
now; Cornelius Gilliam with-his banditti of painted ruf- 
fians, were incorporated with the army and called Militia; 


and this was an atonement for ail the thefts, robberies, 


and other outrages, which they had committed against 
the public peace. 27" 


Sometime in the course of the next day, after the arriv- 
al of General Lucas’ army, we were made acquainted 
with the fact, that they were there, by the orders of the 
Governor. Until this time, we supposed that they were 


amob. Here follows the Governor’s order. _. 


Head Quarters of the Militia, 
City of Jefferson, 
27th 1838. 
Since the order of the morning to you, directing you 
to come with four hundred mounted men, to be raised. 
within your Division, I have received, by Amos Rees, 
Esq., and Wiley C. Williams, Esq., one of my aids, in- 


formation of the most appalling character, which changes - 


entirely the face of things, and places the Mormons in 
the attitude of an avowed defiance of the Laws, and of 
having made war upon the people of this State. Your 
orders are therefore, to hasten your operations and en- 


deavor to reach Richmond in Ray County, with all possi-' 
ble speed. ‘The Mormons must be treated as enemies — 


and must be exterminated, or driven from the State, it 
necessary for the public: peace. 

Their outrages,are beyond ‘all description. Ifyou.can 
increase your force, ‘you are authorized to do so, to any 
extent you may think’ necessary. I have just issued orders 


to Major General Wollock of Marion County, to ‘raise five 


hundted men, and’to march them to the northern part ot 
Daviess County and there to‘anite with Gen. Doniphanot 
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-who has been ordered with five hundred men, to 


“proceed tothe same point forthe purpose of intercepting 


the retreat of the 


ormons to the north. They. have 
been directed to communicate with you by express. You 


can also communicate with them if you find it neces- 


sary. Instead therefore, of proceeding as at‘first direct- 


-ed to. re-instate the citizens of Daviess in their houses, 


you will proceed immediately to Richmond, and there 


operate against the Mormons. Brigadier General Parks 
of Ray, has been ordered to have four hundred of his 


Brigade in readiness to join youat Richmond. The whole 
force will be placed under your command. ae ts 
ge (Signed) L. W. BOGGS, 

ToS, D. Lucase. vik 

_ This order of Boggs’, was given, as he, and the whole 
band of them pretended, in consequence of the Bogard 
battle: pretending that he had been sent there, by legal 
authority. Now, for this legal business. Bogard came 
into Caldwell, without any legal authority whatever, and 
committed all his outrages: but after he had committed 


' them, he sends a messenger to General Atchison, for au- 


thority. Atchison sets down and: sends him a writing, 
authorizing him to guard the line, between the Counties 


#  —_ of Ray and Caldwell. .General Atchison’s order to Bo- 


gard, was copied by Samuel Tillary after dark, on the 
evening before the battle was fought, and that was fought 
before day light the next morning, and the letter had to 
be carried some thirty or forty.miles. Here was another 
iece of legerdemain. Regerd was turned into militia, to 
ide up his wickedness. We had this account from the 
mouth of Samuel Tillary; he is Clerk of the Circuit Court 
in Clay County and acts as clerk for General Atchison. 
Let the reader particularly notice, that this L. W. 
Boggs, was well acquainted with the operations of the 
mob, for the space of five years; having been the leader 


_ of it, once, himself, at the time it raged in Jackson Coun- 


ty; and had been petitioned, again and again, after he 
‘was Governor; to stop its ravages: and in every instance 
refused to do it. He now:perfectly knew that the whole 


difficulty, had originated in consequenae of its violence 
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that they wanted them to come into their camp; as they 


— 


and plander: yet notwithstanding this, he issued the above ~ 
order. Boygs, said, that if it had not been.for the vote, % 
which the Mormons gave at the late election, he would 
have exterminated them before. 

After the citizens of Caldwell were: made acquainted 
with the fact, that General Lucas, was there, by the Gov- 
ernor’s order, they ceased to take any measures for de- 
fence; but submitted immediately. baad ED 

_-In the meantime, the army employed itself in destroying 
the cornfields, potatoes and turnips,-and in taking horses, 
and plundering houses. Houses were searched by them, 
as closely to find money, as a man would be searched by 
a set of Arabs, afterashipwreck. Every dollar was car- 
ried off, that could be found, while the lives of the owners 
were threatened, if they offered the least -resistance. 
Cattle, hogs and sheep, were shot down, and left on the 
ground to rot.. Men, women, and children, were insulted 
and abused, in a brutalkmanner! 

‘We return again to the’ maneuvering of the Officers. 
In the evening of the.second day-after their arrival, they 
sent a messenger to a number of persons, informing them, 


wished to have a consultation with them: and they pledg- 
ed their sacred honors, that they should be at liberty ‘to 
return to the town, by eight o’clock, the next. moray 
The persons, called for, were Lyman Wight, George W. 
Robinson, Parley P. Pratt, Joseph Smith Jr., and Sidney. 
Rigdon. Jt was supposed that confidence might be 
placed in the word of Major and Brigadier Generals; 
and accordingly, the persons called for, went into their 


When they started to go, instead of meeting a white 

flag, as was expected to conduct them in safety, alone to 

the camp; here comes the whole army, with a cannon 

with it, and Lucas, at its head! The persons before men- 

tioned, were immediately taken as prisonersof war. The | 

cannon guard, was commanded to take them, and guard _ 

them into the camp, as such; and a loaded cannon, drove 

But. to a this scene, would defy the pen of @ 
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= . Scott. Guns, were snapping inevery quarter. The yel- 
: lings, the howlings, the screamings, we think, were néver 
equalled! We thought, at thé'time, that we might per- 
haps, hear something like it;ifwe were at the- gates of 
perditior; hearing howlings of the miserable;. but we 
AL think, except that could exceed it, it never was.equalled. 
After they got into the camp, there was a strong guard 
placed round them. It will be seen by this, how much 
reliance could be placed in the sacred honor of these Gen- 
erals. We generally expect to find men of so high office, 
abide by their word, even_at the risk of life. General 
Doniphan, confessed, that the persons thus betrayed, were 
to be let return, the next morning. Let so much suffice, 
for their word and their sacred honor. | 
The next day after they were:betrayed into camp, Lu- § 
cas, ordered all the persons in the County of Caldwell, to 
giveuptheir arms. After the arms were given up, themen 
were kept under guard; and all, property holders,com- § ' 
pelled to sign a Deed of Trust, siZning away all their pro- : 
' perty, todefray the expenses of the war; and then they were | 
all commanded to leave the State, under pain of extermi , 
t 
t 


nation, between that and corn-planting the next spring. 
a _* At theetime of giving up the arms, there again followed 
another scene of-brutality. The troops ran from house to 
i house, taking all the arms they could find, from old men, § . 
that never thought of going into a field of battle; but there 9’ 
must not be left a single gun in the County; so the troops §f / 
ran as before described, like a parcel of ravenous wolves; 
but their great object, in the pursuit of guns, was, to find h 
plunder. They wanted to get into the houses, to see if 
there was not something they could carry off. Thusthey 
plundered houses until they got satisfied. To sécreet 
v 


their property from their ravages, the people had to goand 
hide it, in the bushes, or any where they could find a place 

- of concealment. The troops found some of the property 
that had been hid. This, produced another savage oper- § ° 
ation. Those wild creatures, tearing like mad men § °. 


_ through the bushes, ran from place to place, sea tl 
arms; abundance of property: plun 
G testifies that they had another object in view. Pe 


‘ 
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While the troops were thus engaged, the officers wére 
busily employed in forming some plan to dispose of those, 
whom they had betrayed into their camp. Seventeen 
preachers, and nineteen: Commissionéd officers, met with 
Generals Lucas and Wilson, and held a Court Martial. 
The prisoners, were never admitted into it at all: they 
were not allowed to plead, introduce evidence, or any 


thing else. Finally;the august body came to a decision; 
and that was, that at eight o’clock the next morning, they 


should be taken into the public square, in the presence of. 
their families, and shot. Who among the military char. 
acters of the day, will not. say that Samuel D, Lucas is 


fit to command an army, when he was at the head of such 


a court martial as this? | Te has 

At these high handed and lawless measures General 
Doniphan demurred. He told them, that there was not 
one of them, in the least degree, acquainted with the Mili- 
tary law,and understoo@hothing about court Martials; and 
for his part, if they were going to pursue that course, his 


hand should be clear of it; and he forthwith ordered his ~ . 


brigade to prepare; and he marched them off. This de- 
terred.the others, seeing Doniphan, was the only lawyer 
in their number. _We presume they would have carried 
their design into effect, had it not been for Doniphan’s leay- 
ing them. We had this account from the lips of Doné 
Our families had been apprised of their intentions, and 
were waiting in awful suspense, the arrival of the fatal 
hour. However, they changed their purpose, and it was 
decreed that we should be carried to Jackson County. — 
While these things were carrying on, in and about 
Far West, scenes still more horrid and soul-thrilling, 
were going on, in another part of the County, ata place 
called Haunns’ Mill, because a man of that name built a 
mill there. We will give this account from the pen of 
eye-witnesses. We will give it from the testimony of’ 
three, who have testified to it; that is, Joseph Youngs and 
his wife; and David Lewis. We also, have the testimony 
of Mrs, A. Smith, whose husband, and a little son of nine 
years of age, were killed, and also a younger boy wound-- 
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ed. But wishing to bring our account into as narrow 
limits as possible, we omit inserting it. 


| 


wife, transcribed from their own hand writing. —_ 
’ The following is a short history of my travels to the 
State of Missouri, and of a bloody tragedy acted at 
-Haunn’s Mills, on Shoal Creek, October , 1830. On 
the 6th day of July last;I started with my family from 
‘Kirtland, Ohio, for the State of Missouri; the County of 
Caldwell, in the upper part of the State, being the place of 
my destination. 
On the 13th of October, I crossed the Mississippi at 
Louisiana, at which place I heard vague reports of the 
disturbances in the upper country; but nothing that 
could be relied upon. ‘I continued my course westward 


till I crossed Grand river at a place called Compton’s fer- | 


ry, at which place I heard for the first time, that if I pro- 
ceeded any further on my journey, I would be in danger 
of being stopped by a body of armed men. I was not will- 
~ Ing, however, while treading my native soil, and breathing 
republican air, to abondon my object; which was, to lo- 
cate myself and family, in a fine healthy country, where 
~ we could enjoy the society of our friends and connexions. 

Consequently, I prosecuted my journey, till I came to 
Whitriey’s Mills, situated on Shoal Creek, in the eastern 
partof Caldwell County. After crossing the creek, and go- 
ing about three miles, we met a party of the mob, about for- 
ty in number, armed with rifles and mounted on horses, who 
informed us, that we could go no farther west; threatening 
Us with instant death if we proceededny further. Iasked 
them the reason of this prohibition, to which they replied 
that we were Mormons, and that every one who adhered 
to our religious faith would have to leave the State in ten 
days or renounce their religion. Accordingly they drove 
us back to the mills above mentioned. Here we tarried 
three days, and on Friday the twenty-sixth, we recrossed 
the creek, and following up its banks, we succeeded in 
eluding the mob, for the time being, and gained the resi- 
dence of a friend, in Myers’ settlement. On Sunday 28th 
of October, we arrived about noon at Haunn’s Mills; where 
we found a number of our friends collected together, who 


’. Here follows the testimony of Joseph Youngs, and his 
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for them to. pursue, to. defend themselves again 


who were-collecting in-the neighborhood, under the com- 
mand of Col, Jennings of Livingston; and threatening them 
with house killing. The decision of the-coun- 
cil was, that our friends there, should place themselves in 
an attitude of self-defence. 
Accordingly, about. twenty eight of our men, armed 


themselves and were in constant readiness for an attack 


of any small body of men that might come upon’ them. 
The same evening, for some cause best known to them- 


selves, the mob sent one oftheir number, to enter intoa 
treaty with our friends; which was. accepted of, on the | 


4 
¢ 


condition of mutual forbearance on both. sides, and that _ 


each party, as far as their influence extended, should exert 


themselves to-prevent any further hostilities upon either | 


ty. At. this time however, there was another mob col 
cting on Grand river, at William. Mann’s, who were 
threatening us; consequently we remained under arms 


on Monday the 29th, which passed away without-moles- = ‘ 


tation from any quarter. Tuesday the 30th, that 


never forget. 
More than three fourths of the day had passed in tran- 
quility, as smiling as the preceding-one. I think there 


the sudden and awful fate that hung over our heads hike . % 
an overwhelming -torrent, to change the prospects, tie = 


feelings, and circumstances of about thirty families. The 
banks.of Shoal Creek, on either side, teemed with children 
sporting and playing, while their mothers were engaged in 


domestic employments, and their fathers employed in guard- « 7 
ing the mills and other property; while others were engag- § 


ed in gathering in their crops for their winter consumption. 


The weather was very pleasant; the sun shone clear; ali — 

was tranquil, and no one expressed any apprehensions of 

the awful crisis that: was near us, even at our doors, | J 
It was about 4 o’clock, while sitting in my cabin, with =_* 

my babe in my. arms, and my wife standing by my side, 


bloody tragedy was acted; the scenes of which, I shall @ 
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of Shoal Creek, and saw a large company of armed men 
on horses, directing their course towards the mills, with 
-all possible speed. As they advanced through the scat- 
tering trees that stood on the edge of the prairie, they 
-geemed to form themselves-into a three square position, 


‘forming a van guard in front. At this moment David 
Evans, seeing the superiority of their numbers (there be- 
ing two hundred and forty of them, according to their 
own account) swung his hat and cried for peace. This 

2 Pig they continued to advance, and their 
leader, Mr. Comstock, fired a gun, which was followed 
by a solemn pause of ten, or twelve seconds, when, all 
at once they discharged about one hundred rifles, aimimg 
at a black-smith’s shop, into which our friends had fled 


for safety: and charging up to the shop, the cracks of 


which, between the logs, were sufficiently large to enable 
them to aim directly at the bodies of those who had there 
fled for refuge from the fire of their murderers. There 
were several families, tented in rear of the shop, whose 
lives were exposed, and amidst a shower of bullets, fled 
to the woods in different directions. After standing and 

ing on this bloody scene for a few minutes, and find- 
ing myself in the utmost danger, the bullets having reach- 


f ~ ed the house where I was living, I committed my family 
_.. to the protection of heaven, and leaving the house on the 


Opposite side, I took a path which led up the hill, follow- 
ing in the trail of three of my brethern that had fled from 
the shop. While ascending the hill, we were discovered 


_by the mob, who immediately fired at us and continued 


so to do, till we reached the summit. In discending the 
hill, 1 secreted myself in a thicket of bushes, where I lay 


- till eight o’clock in the evening, at which time 1 heard a 


female voice calling my name in an under tone, tellin 
me that the mob had gone and there was no danger. 
immediately left the thicket and went to the house of 
Benjamin Lewis, where I found my family (who had fled 


‘theré) in safety, and two of my friends mortally wounded, 


one of whom, died before morning. 4 fs 
_ Here we passed that awful night in deep and painful 


reflections on the scenes of the preceding evening. Af- 


| ter day light appeared, some four or five men with my- 
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moment expecting to be fired on b 


e" err g 


self who had escaped with our lives from the horrid mas- 
sacre, repaired as soon as possible, to the mills, to learn the 


condition of our friend whose,fate, we had truly anticipated. — 


When we arrived at the house of Mr. Haunn, we found 
Mr. Merrick’s body lying in the rear of the house, Mr. 
McBride’s in front, literally mangled from head to foot. 
We were imformed by Miss Rebecca Judd, who was an 


eye witness, that he was shot with his own gun, afterhe 4 


had‘given it uP» and then was cut to pieces with an old 

corn cutter, by 

keepsa ferry on Grand river, and who has since, repeat- 

edly boasted of this act of savage barbarity. Mr. York’s 
y we found in the house; and after viewing these 

corpses we immediately went to the black-smith’s ,shop 


where we found nine of our friends, eight of whom 


were already dead, the other, Mr. Cox of Indiana, 
struggling.in the agonies.of death and soon expired. 
We immediately prepared and carried them to a place of 
interment: This last office of kindness due to the: relics 
of departed friends, was not attended with the customa- 
ry ceremonis nor-decency: for we were in jeopardy, every 
the mob, who wé 
supposed were lying in ambush, waiting for the first oppor- 


tunity to despatch the remaining few, who were prove © @ 
dentially preserved from. the slaughter of the -preceding 


day. . However, we accomplished without molestation 
this painful task. -The place of burying, was a vault in 
the ground, formerly intended for a well, into-which we 


_ threw the bodies of our friends promiscuously. Among those 


slain, I will mention Sardius Smith, son of Warren Smith, 
about nine years old, who, through fear, had crawled un- 


der the bellows in the shop, where he remained until the “@ 
massacre was over, when he was discovered by a Mr. 


Glaze of Corrill County, who presented his rifle near the 
boy’s head and literally blowed off the upper part of it. 
Mr. Stanley of Corroll, told me afterwards that Glaze 
boasted of this deed allover the County. = = =x 

_ The number killed and mortally wounded in this wan- 


ton slaughter, was eighteen or nineteen, whose names, as _ 


far as I can recollect, were as follows: Thomas McBride 
Levi Merrick, Elias Benner, Josiah Fuller, Benjamin 


a Mr. Rogers of Daviess County,who —% 
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Lewis, Alexander Campbell, ‘Warren Smith, ‘Sardius 


Cox; Mr. Abbot, Mr. York, Wm. Merrick a boy 8or9 years 
old, and three or four more, whose names I do not recol- 
lect, as they were strangers'to me. Among the wound- 
ed who recovered, were Isaac Laney, who ‘had-~ six: balls 
shot through him, two through his body, one through each 
arm, andthe other two through his hips. Nathan K. 
'.. Knight, shot through the body; Mr. Yokumewho was 
eae Severely wounded, besides being-shot through the head, 
Jacob Myers, Myers, Larlton Lewis, Mr. Haunn, and 

© several others. Miss Mary Stedwell, while fleeing, was 
shot through the hand and fainting, fell over a log, into 
which, they shot upwards of twenty balls. | 
. To finish their work of destruction, this band of mur- 
© __ derers, composed of men from Daviess, Livingston, Ray, 
Caldwell, and Corrill Counties; led by some of the prin- 
cipal men of that section of the upper country, proceed- 
i f to rob the houses, wagons and tents, of bedding and 
clothing; drove off horses and wagons, leaving widows 
/™ —-— and orphans distitute of the necessaries of life; and even 
== —s_- stripped the clothing, from the bodies of the slain! 

© According tb their own account, they fired seven 
/™ ‘rounds in this awful massacre, making upwards of fifteen 
- hundred shots-at.a little company of menof about thirty 


I certify the above, to be a true statement. of facts re- 


| Bees (Signed) JOSEPH YOUNG. 

JANE A. YOUNG.> 
7 A short time previous to the massacre at Shoal Creek, 
- we.made peace with the mob characters living near us, 
as declaration had been made by the leaders of the band, 
that all persons who would not take up arms against the 
society, should, with the Mormons, be driven out of the 
~ States and thus drawing the division line so close that we 
thought it ne to ascertain the feelings of our neigh- 
bors around us. e met them and an agreement was 
entered into between us, that we would live in peace, 
let others do ss they would. A large number of our 


Smith, George Richards, Mr. Napier, Mr. Harmer, Mr. 


lative to the above mentioned massacre according to my 
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company liviitg at the mill at that time, were immigrants 
who-had just came ‘into the place. ‘On the first day of 
November 1838, without apprehending any danger what- 
ever from the mob, we were visited by about three hundred 
mounted men, coming with great speed, and fell upon us 
with thé ferocity of tigers. They were not discovered until 
within one hundred and fifty yards of us. They immediate- - 
ly commenced firing upon us, without asking us to sur- 
render, Or giving us a chance to surrender, or even giving 
us to understand what they wanted, only as we were © 
taught by the sound of guns, the groans of the dying, and 
the screams of the women and children, being only about 
forty in number, and wholly unprepared to engagein any 


contest whatever. We were forced to take shelter un- | 
der cover of an old log building, used as a black-smith’s 


shop, which was neither chincked or mudded. | 
When men ran out and called for peace they were shot 
down; when ‘they held up their hats and handkerchiefs 
and crying for mercy, they were shot down; when they 
attempted to run, they were'cut down by thie fire of guns; 
and when they stood still, they were shot down by put- 
ting their guns through the cracks of the building.” Af- 
ter pleading for mercy, and having none shown us, and. 
seeing they were determined to slaughfer us en masse, 
and many of our brethern slain around us, Jeaving our 
numbers.but few, and seeing it was but death for us, we 
concluded to sell our lives as dear as possible, and soon 
commenced firing at the mob who were firing from all ‘die’ 
rections at us. But few of the mob were injured in coh- 
sequence of their shielding themselves by trees and logs; 
women and children were equally brutally treated with 
the men, and found no place upon the sympathies of these 
murderers. One woman by the name of Mary Steadwell 
was shot through the hand while holding it up in the at 
titude of defence. As she ran from the mob, others pierce: 
ed her clothes; after running as far as she could, she threw 
herself behind a log, whilst a volly of balls poured*after 
her, filling the log where she lay, twelve or fourteen of 
which were taken out and preserved for future generations 
to witness. Many other women had balls shot through 
their cloths, while fleeing into the woods with their children 
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in-their arms; others were bratally insultéd and abused. 
One.small boy was killed, having -his*brains blown out; 
and during the affray, two other boys, belonging to War- 
ren Smith, (who was.also killed at the time,) hid them- 
selves under the bellows; and when those murderers came 
into the shop, after killing all within except twomen, (one 
wounded and the other not,) who lay concealed from their 
view by being covered with blood-and dead bodies'of the 


= slain... The elder of the boys, crying for mer¢y from his 


hiding. place, was immediately put to death by putting the 
muzzle of a gun to the lad’s ear and blowing off the top 
of his head. One of these savages who participated in 
this transaction, accosted his comrade, (while committing 
this horrid deed,) thus,—* It isa damned _ pity tokill boys;” 
but was hushed by-having the thought put into his head 
_ in reply, that “little sprouts soon became large trees” and 
that if these boys were suffered tolive, they, like their 
father, would be Mormons—a crime pynishible with death 
éven before committed,—a faith now extant in Missouri, 
where it is supposéd to have its birth, and it is‘-hoped will 


| a have its burial. The other lad~ was supposed’ to have 


been’ killed, but they did not quiteaccomplish their object the 
Fonneee rat a wound in his hip which carried off 
iis hip bone. While the mob were in the shop, if they 
perceived life remaining in any of the wounded, while 


struggling in the agonies of death, they were immediately 


| | _ dispatched, at the same time plundering the pocket of the 


dead, stripping off their boots, shoes, and clothing. Af- 


i ter the mob learned that two men escaped with their lives 


they would declare publicly, that if they got into another 
such affair they would inspect more closely by sticking 
theirknives in their toes. This Massacre took place about 
sun an hour high, on Tuesday, and continued until seven- 
teén were killed and fifteen wounded, the remaining few 
escaping. | 

_ Among those who attempted to escape, was'a man by 
the name of Thomas McBride, a soldier and Patriot of 
the revolution and a Justice of the Peace. While making 
the best use of his tottering limbs and worn out frame for 
his escape, he was met in his retreat by a young man from 
Daviess County by the name of Jacob Rogers, who im- 
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been made in the presence of the authorities of the sta 


mediately demanded’ the old man’s gun, which was deliver- 
ed up, and Was then shot down by said Rogers. This not 
killi the old he his bande in the attitude of 
supplication an ed for mercy, at the same time a - 
ing to his as addin still. more 
credit to his cries and tales of suffering, while in the defence 
of his country and the constitution thereof. But the 
young man, deaf to every thing but death and murder, 


regarded not the old man, but seizing-an old corn cutter. | 


or piece Of a scythe, commenced first to hew off the old 
man’s fingers while holding them _up for mercy, and next 
cutting his hands from his arms, and then.severing his arms 
from his body, and last of all, laying open the skull and 
beheading the body of the poor sufferer who had fought 


and spilt his blood for the privileges enjoyed by his mur- ~ 


derer, | 


There not being any men left, or not enough to bury _ 


the dead, the women were compelled to bury their own 


husbands by throwing them into a well close to the black- © 
smith shop. The. next day after the massacre a large . 


company of them came back, blowing their bugle and 


firing their gunsin an exulting manner. They carried. 
off goods of all description, horses, wagons,and harnesses, | 
stripping the horses and moving wagons of all the goods, . 7% 


furniture and clothing of any value, leaving the widows 
and orphans to suffer in that inclement season of the y 
Cows, hogs, and horses were driven off in droves. ‘They 
robbed the families of all their bedsand bedding, andeven 


took the widow’s cloaks; the dead men stripped of their 4 


clothing;- also, another of the persons engaged in -this 


yorrid affair was a man by the name of Stephen Bunnels, 
who made his boasts, at public places, that he was the — 


man who killed one of the little boys. , This boasting has 


at Richmond, when innocent men were kept in chains 


for nothing but defending themselves, wives and children _ 


from such savages.as'thesen = 
_ After this bloody affray was ended, a young man who 
had crept from his :hiding place and returned to. the shop 
was. sent to Far West to obtaim assistance to: bury the 
dead, (a distance of about 20 miles.) The young man 
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~ arrived within two or three miles of Par West, where 
he met a company of men: he was asked where he was . 
from, and where he was going; and answering them cor-§ 
rectly he was then asked if he knew where the militia 
were; he told them he did not know of any. They theng ; 
told him to face about and go with them, and they would 


lead him where there were five or six thousand of them, 
He was then compelled to go to Ray County, and stop. b 
ed at Samuel McCriston’s that night. In the morning 
they robbed him.of a fine fur cap, and ordered him to 
4 take off his overcoat, telling him it was ‘too fine fora 
Mormon to wear. They then concluded to shoot him, 
# + and disputed among themselves who should do it. And 
 sdme hard words and threats were used among them. 
# —_— selves who should have the fine horse the young man 
il -rode. However, they soon quit their dispute, and Scar- 
| ®. ciel Woods, (a Presbyterian Preacher of long standing 
| in Corrillton, the county seat of Corrill County,) saddled 
| the young man’s horse, and rode him about for some time, 
co “Bs if trying him, to see if he would answer his purpose. 
| @ This was also the same man who took the young man’s 
: capyand his boy wears it now, or did the last information 
im received from that quarter. After being thoroughly sat- 
'~=C:~CsC(isfied with riding the horse, he dismounted and Samuel 
| McCriston mounted and rode for some tir. while Woods 
‘was me | engaged in the trial of anther horse, which 
i jt appeared had been obtained in the same way in which 
} intended to get this. 
= © McCriston rode off the horse and the young man was 
taken to Richmond, although he begged to be let loose 
that he might go and help the widows and children bury 
‘the dead at Haunn’s mill; still he was kept for many days 
‘@ prisoner at Richmond, in Ray County. | 
«The mobbing party here mentioned, consisted of nine 
‘persons, Scarcial. Woods, (Preacher,). Joseph Ewing 
(Preacher,) Jacob Snorden, Wiley. Brewer, John. Hills 
ona and four more, their names not mentioned or 
wn. After tormenting the young man all ‘in their 
wer, ‘he was let go, and:returned to mourn the loss of 
lends, without ‘being able or privileged to pay the: last 
debt of honor and respect to his murdered relatives. 
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A shorttime after this affair at Haunn’s mill, Capt. Nehe- 
miah Comstock, the same who commanded.a Massacre, 


with forty or fity others, took possession of the mill for 


two or three weeks, and thus cut off all the resources of 


™ 
we 


the. widows and orphans who had survived. During this - 


time they lived on the best that the neighborhood could 
afford, plundering and stealing all the pallatable food which 


had by the industry and prudencé of murdered husbands, . 


been laid in store for themselves and. families. 


They burned all the books that they could find, they. 3 


shot the hogs and cattle, it. seemed for the pleasure of 
“E99 ig game, as they did not consume near all they 
ed. 


One day Capt. Comstock with a number of men went « 


to Jacob Fauts, who was at the time laying confined with 


wounds received in the massacre. ‘They:came to question 


Mr. Fauts, to ascertain where certain of his neighbors 
were who had escaped the murdering party. Mr. Fauts 


told them he did not know. I then got up,left theroom, 


but was followed by some of the company, who command- 
ed me not to leave until the Captain couldsee me. The 


Captain was accordingly called uponand came out to see 


me; he very gravely and sternly charged me to be gone | 


or on the act of starting on Tuesday evening, this being” 


on Sunday evening. He said I must obey at my peril, or “a 


renounce Mormonism. I asked him what I must deny; 
he said deny that Jo. Smith isa Prophet. As for moving I 
told him I thought it quite a short notice to get ready to 
leave the county, and the weather being so cold, and hav- 
ing neither wagon nor team, and.being plundered and rob- 
bed of all our clothing, &c. I also told him that my wife 
was quite sick and not able to move.so soon, and further- 
more the roads are guarded or said to be, so that no Mormon 


could pass either way without being mobbed. I asked him 


if I must be driven off by one company, and another lay in 
wait to murder me asI go. | told him I thought the con- 
dition of the treaty was that we could stay until spring: 
he replied that was the first conclusion, but he had just 
received new orders from the General, and that was, that 
all Mormons mand be driven out of the state forthwith. I 
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§ and lived in that state until April, 1837. Such doctrine 


ilies 
then asked him if the way was not guarded so that I would 


be in no danger in passing the roads. He said he would 
give me»a pass or ticket which would carry me safely 
through the state, provided I continued to travel in an 
Eastward course and minded my own business. We svon 
parted, and on the next day I went to the mill and receiv- 
ed my pass which reads as follows. Having the original 
in my possession | give it verbatim. cee te 


__ This is to certify that David Lewis, a Mormon, is _per- 
mitted to leave and pass through the State of Missouri in 
an eastward direction unmolested during good behaveour. 
NEHEMIAH COMSTOCK, 

| Capt. Militia. 


The next day Hiram Comstock, the Captain’s brother, 
‘with two or three others, aa a prisoner to me to see 
if I knew him; I told them I had seen. him, but did not 
know hisname. After questioning me for sometime, they 
told me to go with them into their camp, and said I might 
- consider myself a prisoner. They kept me until the next 
-day, and set me at liberty charging me to be gone from 
ithe state forthwith. I was compelled to comply with 
these orders at the the sacrifice of all I had, and leave the 
state of Missouri agreeable to the order of the Executive 
of that state, a thing unprecedented in the history of the 
world. I was taught to hold sacred the rights of man in 
my childhood. 1 was raised in Kentucky, born in 1814, 


‘@s'tavght and practiced in Missouri, by the officers of that 
- State was never taught, neither practiced in my native 
state. DAVID LEWIS. 


We will now return to the prisoners. They had mean- 
ly betrayed us into their hands; we were kept in their 
‘camp till the third day of November; we were then 'start- 

Jackson County. Let us here observe that. they 
increased our number having added to it Messrs. Hyrum 
‘D.‘Smith and Amasa Lyman. By our special request, 
_ they took us into Far West, to see our familes, whom we 
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found, when we'got there, living on parched corn, as the 
town was so closely invested they could not get out. I 
will not attempt to describe this parting scenes I will 
leave every person to place themselves in our situation and 
then judge for themselves. 

In writing this narrative it is no part of our intention to 
play upon the passions of the public, but give a faithful 
narrative of facts‘and then leave it. After we arrived at 
Independence, the county seat of Jackson County, we 
served the same purpose that a caravan of wild animals 
would for a show, as hundreds of people called to see us. 


We were put into an old house and left to sleep on some ~ 


blankets we had with us. Shortly after we had started 


from Far West, a messenger came riding after us with 


mand from Gen. Clark, to take us back. With this, Gen. 


Lucas would notcomply. Upon the whole, we were treaté. 
ed at Jackson County with respect. We were boarded at » 


a tavern, and soon were taken into the tavern: house. . A 
man was appointed to see that we had every thing we want- 
ed. They dispensed with their guards, and we were at 


liberty to go where we pleased, and return when it suited 


vs. These priviliges were not granted us at first, but‘after 
we had been there a few days. © At first we were put into 
an old house and closely guarded. While we were there, 
Burrell Hicks, a lawyer of celebrity, and leader of the Jack- 
son County mob, confessed in our presence, and in the 


presence of many others, that the Jackson Counry mob, 


was a wanton attack upon the saints without cause, and 
he said he presumed that the attack then made was‘of the 
We state this to shew that the men of intelligence in 
Jackson, knew-that they were again engaged in robbing 
| Wilson went so 
far as to say that if ever the mobs attacked us again, he 
would fight for us. We wiil here leave the prisoners and 


relate what took place in Diawman. AfterGeneral Clark’s 


arrival at Far West, General Wilson, I think, was the Gen- 


eral’s name, that was sent to Diawman. Opn his arrival — 


there, he placed guards around the town, so that no per- 
son might pass out or m without permission. All the men 


in the town were then taken and put under guard, and a 
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and shelter where they could find it.. x2 
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court of inquiry was instituted, with Adam Black on the 
bench; the said Adam Black belonged to the mob and 
was one-of the leaders of it from the time mobbing first 
commenced in Daviess County. The Attorney’s name 
I have forgotten, if I ever knew, but belonged to General 
Clark’s army. . | 

. After two or three days’ investigation, every man was 
honorably acquitted. General Wilson then ordered every 
family to be out of Diawman'in ten days, with permission 


sf _ to go to Caldwell, and there tarry until spring, and 


then leave the state under pain of extermination. . This 


= . was on the first of November, the weather was very cold, 


more so than usual, for that season of the year; and, in 


7 3 a keeping this ‘order of General Wilson’s they had to leave 


their crops and houses, and to live in tents and wagons in 


this inclement season of the year. ~ As for their flocks and 


heards the mob had delivered. them from the trouble of 
taking care of them, or from the pain of seeing them starve 
to death, by stealngthem. An arrangement was made in 


’ which it was stipulated that a committee of twelve, which 


had been previously appointed, should have the privilege 


of going from Far West to Daviess County for the term 
' of four weeks, for the purpose of conveying their crops 


from Daviess to Caldwell. The committee were to wear 


* white badges on their hats for their protection. 


But in a short time after this arrangement was made, 
Gen. Wilson withdrew with ‘his army, and the mob rose 
up as soon as the army had gone, and forbid the Commit- 
tee from coming again into Daviess County under pain 
of death. By this the mob secured unto themselves sev- 
eral hundred thousand bushels of corn, besides large quan- 
tities of oats, and the saints were left to seek ther bread 
-, We will now return to the prisoners in Jackson Coun- 
ty. Shortly after our arrival in Jackson County, Colonel 
Sterling Price from the army of Gen. Clark, came with 
orders from Gen. Clark whe was commander-in-chief of 


the expedition, to have us forwarded forthwith to Rich- 


mond. ..Accordingly, on Thursday morning, November 
Sth, with three guards only, and they had been obtained 


with great difficulty, after laboring all the previous day 
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to get them. Between Independence and ’s ferry, 
on the Missouri River, they all got drunk, and we got 
possession of their arms and horses. It was late in 
the afternoon, near the setting of thesun. We travelled | 
about half a mile after we crossed the river, and put up 
for the night. The next morning there came a number 
of men, some of them armed, their threatenings and 
savage ap ce were such as to make us afraid to | 
roceed without more guards. A messenger was there- 
ore despatched to Richmond to obtain them. We started 
before their arrival, but had not -gone far before we met ~ 
Col. Price with a guard, if we recollect right, of seventy — 
fourmen. As to the number, however, we are not cer- | 


tain: and were conducted by them to Richmond and put Y 


into an old vacant house, and a guard sét. Sometime 
through the course of that day, Gen. Clark came in and 
we were introduced to him. We enquired of him the 
reason why we had been thus carried from our, homes 
and what were the charges against us. He said that he 


was not then able to determine, but would be in a short 


time, and with very little more conversation withdrew. 
Some short time after he had withrawn, Col. Price came 
in with two chains in his hands, and a number of padlocks. ~ 


The two chains he fastened together. He had withhim ~ 4 


ten men armed, who stood at the time of these operations 
with a thumb upon the cock of their guns. ey first 
nailed down the windows, then came and ordered a man 
by the name of John Fulkerson whom he had with him, to 
chain us together with chains and padlocks, being seven 
in number. After that, he searched us, examining our 
pockets to see if we had any arms; finding nothing but 
pocket knives, he took them and conveyed/them off. 
General’ Clark spent several days in searching the 
ourt 


statutes of Missouri to find some authority to hold a 


_ Martial. (The troops said that he had pomised when 


they left, that there were two or three that they should 
have the privilege of shooting before they returned.) 
But he could find none, and after a fruitless search of a 


- number of days he came again to see us and informed us 
that -he would na us over to the civil authorities for trial 
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Accordingly, the trial commenced; Austin A. King on 
the bench, and ThomasC. Burch, attorney. This was sure- 
ly a new kind of Conrt: it was not an inquisition nor yet 
a criminal ‘court, but a compound between. A looker on 
would be convinced that both the judge and attorney were 
not satisfied that some or all of the prisoners had been 
guilty of some criminal act or acts, but on the contrary 
that their Object was to try “by all means in their power 
to get some person to swear some criminal thing against 
us, though#they were innocent. | 

The first act of the court was to send out a body of 
armed men, to obtain witnesses without any civil process 


. whatever; and after witnesses were brought before the 


' court, they were sworn at bayonet point. Dr. Sampson 
Avard was the first brought before the Court.. He had 
previously told Mr. Oliver Olney, that if he (Olney) wish- 
ed to save himself, he must swear hard against the heads 
of the Charch, as they were the ones, the court wanted 
to-criminate, and if he could swear hard against them, 
they would, that is neither court nor mob, disturbe him. 
I intend to do it, said he, in order to escape, for if Ido 
not, they wi!l take my life. To aid him in this work, 
there was standing a body of armed men; a part of this 


§ armed body stood in the presence of the court tosee that 


the witnessess swore right, and another part was scour- 
ing the county to drive out of it every witness that they 
couid-hear of, whose testimony would be favorable to the 
defendents. .This course was kept up during the whole 
time of the court. If a witness did not swear to please 


the court, he or she would be threatened to be cast into. 


prison. They never pleased the Court when their testi- 
mony was-favorable to the defendants. One instance is 
all the proof that need be aduced on this head. .A man 
by the name of Allen was called on, he began to tell the 
story about Bogart’s burning houses in the south. part of 
Caldwell, he was kicked out of the house and three men 
took:after him with loaded guns, and he hardly escaped 
with his. life. “Every witness that the defendants had, 
(that these creatures knew of,.and they made dilligent 
search to find all they could) were either arrested under 
prefention of some charge, or else driven off. When a 
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witness did not swear to please the attorney, Birch, he 


would order them to be taken into custody, and they were ~ 


immediately cast into prison and the next morning they 
would be brought forward and tried again. Such was the 
course the Court and their armed body pursued durmg their 
settings till they got through; by such means they got-men 
to swear for them, and to swear to most unhallowed false- 
hoods. It was indeed suborning witnesses to swear, to 


‘promise a man’s lifé if he would swear, and death-or im- 
eens if he did not swear, and not only to swear, © 


ut swear to please them. 


_ This matter of driving away witnesses or casting them _ 
into prison or chasing them out of the county, was carried ~~ 


to such a length that our lawyers, Gen. Doniphan and 
Amos Rees, told us not to bring our witnesses there at all, 
for if we did there would not be one of them left for the final 
trial, for no sooner would Bogart and his men know who 
they were, than they would put them out of the County; 
as to making any impression on King, if a cohort of angels 


‘were tocome down and declare we were clear, Doniphan 


said it would all be the same, for he (King) had determined 
from the beginning to cast us into prisons we never got the 


privilege of introducing our witnesses at all; if wehad» @ 


we could have disproved all. they swore. 


We here must rather go back a little, for after Clark: S 
arrived at Far West, he arrested a great many persons, . 
an accoynt of which will be found in the memorial of the 


citizens of Far West, to the Legislature of Missouri. 
Their trials also went on at the same time. One thing 
in relatien to Clark’s proceeding, we forgot to.mention—=> 
we will insert it here. After he had arrived, some per: 
sons made application for a privilege to go and plunder 


- houses for goods; this was readily granted, and under this. 


authority, houses were plundered, locks broken, and pro- 
perty faken at pleasure; and all this without any civil 


process whatever. 3 


We will here give a specimen or two, of their swearing. | 


We will first introduce William W. Phelps. This said 


Phelps was angry at one of the prisoners—George W, 


Robinson, in consegence of a law-suit existing between 


them. Phelps, we suppose, thought he had a fair ~?. 7 
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| 
tunity now, to take vengeance, in swearing against him; 
~ go he swore that in Daviess County he saw George W. 
Robinson have a.clock, in his arms. There had been a 
clock found in some hazel bushes, somewhere in the neigh- 
borhood of Far West. This clock, a man in Daviess 
County, swore to be his; it was presented to Phelps, and 
Phelps swore positively thats that was the clock, he saw 
George W. Robinson have in Daviess County. Now the 
truth 1s, that the clock which said Robinsun had, belonged 
to another man; who had it at that time, and has it at 
this, if he has not sold it; and it is now in Illinois. This, 
Mr. Robinson could have proven if he could have intro- 
duced his witnesses. For this, he was bound over to ap- 
pear at the County Court, in the sum of one thousand 
dollars. Another, by the name of Job, whose mother had 
gone to the house of Mr. Wight, and swore a. featherbed 
which was.in his house was her’s: After she got away, 
she said she never had a bed since she lived in: Daviess 
County; but she wanted one of “old Wight’s” beds. Her 
son came to the court, to swear against Mr. Wight for 
stealing; and accordingly swore-that his mother’s bed was 
found in his house. The question was asked, how he 


: 4 » knew it was his mother’s bed? He said he had slept up- 


on_it and he felt the stripes with his feet: His mother’s 


| = bed, had a striped tick, and the stripes went two ways; 
m+ and he felt them with his feet, while lyingin the bed. He 


was then asked if there was not a sheet on the bed under 
him? He said there was, but still he felt the stripes in the 
tick, through the sheet, so distinctly that he knew that 
they went two ways, and that it was his mother’s bed, 
1nd that was the way they found out, his mother’s bed 
twasthere. Mr. Wight proved, in the mean time, that, that 


~~ game bed had been in his house for many years. -We 


give-these as specimens of men’s swearing. We might 
multiply them to a great number, but it would swell this 
narrative beyound the limits allowed it. Let so much 

The court at last closed, on the 29th of November, after 
a session of two weeks, and three days, and during most 
of the time we were closely confined in chains. At the 
| of the court, and some few days before it closed, 
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there were a considerable number of those who had been 
arrested by General Clark released. Out of that number 
was Amasa Lyman, Esq. who was one of the seven, 
who had been carried to Jackson County, and from thence 


to Ray. They«were either all released, or admitted to 


bail, except Lyman Wight, Caleb Baldwin, Hyram Smith, 
Alexander McRae, Joseph Smith Jr., and Sidney Rigdon; 


who were sent to Liberty, Clay County, to jail, to’stand _ 


their trial for treason and murder. The treason, for hav- 
ing whipped the mob out of Daviess County,@nd taking 
their cannon from them; and the murder, for the man 
killed in the Bogart battle. Also, Parley P. Pratt, Morris 


Phelps, Luman Gibbs, Darwin Chase, and Norman Shear- _ 
et; who were put into Richmond jail, to stand their trial, — 
for the same crimes. At this time the Legislature had . 


commenced its session, and a Memorial* was presented 
to the Senate and house of Representatives; to obtain a 

committee to investigate the whole affair pertaining: to 
the Governor’s Order—the operations of the mob, and 
the conduct and operations of the Militia, while at Far 
West. 


After much legislation, disputations ‘and controversy, 


and angry speechifying; as the papers of Missouri, pub- 
lished at the time, abundantly testify, the» Petition and 
Memorial, were laid on the table, until the July following; 


thus utterly refusing to grant the memorialists, their re- — 
quest; thereby refusing to investigate the subject; and — 
thus it stands until this day, uninvestigated by any legal. 


authority. 


After wo were cast into prison, we heard nothing but 


threatenings, that if any Judge or Jury,.or Court of any’ 


kind, should clear any of ‘us, that we should never get out ” 


of the state alive. This soon determined our course; 
and that was, to escape out of their hands as soon as we 
could; and by any means we could. After we had been 
some length of time in prison, we demanded a Habeas 
Corpus of 


» 
. 


Judge Turnham, one of the County Judges ;: 
which, with some considerable reluctance, was gaan 


Great threatenings» were -made at this time by the mob, __ 
* Soe Appendix. 
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that if any of us were liberated we should never get out 
of the County alive. After the investigation one of our 


be ‘um! was released from prison by the decision of the 


Judge; the remiander were committed to Jail. He also re 
turned: with them until a favorable opportunity offered 
which through the friendship of the Sheriff, Mr. Samuel 


»Hadley, and the Jailor, Mr. Samuel Tillery, he was let out 


of the jail secretly, in the: night, and being solemnly 
warned by them to be out of the state with as little delay 
as possibleghe made his escape. Being pursued by a body 
of armed Men, it was through the direction of a kind pro- 
vidence that he escaped out of their hands and safely ar- 
— in Quincy, Illinois. This wasin February, A. D. 
_ In the May following, the remainder that were in the 
Liberty Jail, were taken to Daviess County to be tried by 
a grand jury of the principal mobbers, in order see if 
a bill of indictment, could be found as could be expected 
from the characters of the jury. Bills were found, they 
obtained a change of venue toBoon County, accordingly 
the Sheriff’ of guards, started: to 
take them from Daviess to Boon County. On their way 
after journeying a day or two, one evening the guard got 


- drunk, they left them, and also made their escape to Quin- 


cy, lilmois. 

Those that were in Ray County Jail were brought to 
trial, but no-bill of indictment was found against Darwin 
Chase and Norman Shearer, and they were relaased and 
sent home. A bill was found against Parley P. Pratt, 


= . Morris Phelps, and Luman Gibbs for murder, and alsoa 
| man by the name of King Follett for robbery. They also 


obtained a change of venue to Boon County, and were 
earried thither and put into jail and there remained until 


the fourth of July. At this time the town was all hilarity 


and mirth at the celebration. They also made a flag and 
had it placed over the jail doors. In the evening when 
the Jailor brought in their suppers, thev walked out at 
the door: that is, Parley P. Pratt, Morris Phelps, and King 
Follett; Luman Gibbs continued, the others were closely 
pursued and Follett was retaken and carried back; but the 


other two effected their escape to the state of Illinois. 
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Some time afterwards King Follett had his trial 
acquitted. Luman Gibbs re 
26th October, 1839. | 
_As to those that were left in the Counties Caldwell 
and Daviess, they were making all possible exertions 
to get away all winter, contrary to the stipulations of 
Gen. Clark and Lucus, granting them the privilege of 
staying until spring. Bodies of armed men were ridin 
through the town of Far West in the County of Caldwell, . 
threatening:death to them if they were not out in the . 
monthof February, and otherwise insulting them... They 
continued however to exert themselves with all ible 
means in their power; many of them were sick, large 
numbers of them had no teams nor wagons. Having 
been robbed, yes completely robbed of all they had, great 
exertions therefore had to be made by those who had 
means. Through great exertions and timely perseverance — 
they succeeded in ons them safely into. the state of 
lilinois, where we all are now and where we have met 
with a kind reception. 
Public meetings were held in Quincy; contributions 
raised to assist the suffering, and every,exertion which 
humanity dictated was made for our reliefs But still we 
are, asa poor poor and destitute. We have been robbed | 
of our all and many of us are without houses, liying in. ~ 
tents and wagons. In consequence of our exposure, we 


nd was 


have suffered this summer much sickness and numbers 4 


have died, and our prospects for the ensuing winter are 
gloomy. But gloomy as they are, still we are not discour- 
aged. A large majotity of us are farmers, but our teams, 


as well as our flocks and herds and all our farming mate~») 


rials were taken from us. Many who were independent, 
are now working by days works, to maintain their families, 
numbers of them old men, sixty years old and upwards. 
Such is our true situation, and as such we make our Ap- 
peal to the American People. 


mains in prison unto this day, e 
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APPENDIX. 


COPY OF A MEMORIAL TO THE LEGISLATURE OF MISSOURI. 


To the Honorable Legislature of the State of Missouri, in ~ 


Senate and House of Representatives convened. 


We, the undersigned petitioners, inhabitants of Cald- 
well county, Missouri, in consequence of the late calamt- 
ty that has come_upon us, taken in connection with for- 
mer afflictions, feel it a duty we owe to ourselves and our 
country, to lay our case before your honorable body for 
consideration. | 


It is a well known fact, that a society of our people ~ 


commenced settling in Jackson county, Missouri, in. the 
summer of 1831, where they, according to their ability, 
purchased lands and settled upon them with the inten- 
tion and expectation of becoming permanent citizens in 


common with others. | 


Soon after the settlement began, persecution began, and 


as the society increased, persecution also increased, until 
the society at last was compelled toleave the county. 
And although an account of these persecutions has ,been 
published to the world, yet we feel that it will not be im- 


proper to notice a few of the most prominent items in this 


“ 


memorial. 
f July 1833, a mob convened at Indepen- 

dence, a committee of which called upon a fewof the © 
men of our church there, and stated to them that the store, * 
printing office and indeed ail other machanic shops must be 


On the 20th o 


closed furthwith, and the society leave the county imme- 
diately. ‘These propositions were so unexpected, that a 
certain time was asked for to consider on the subject .be- 
fore an answer should be returned, which was refused, and, 
our mén being individually interrogated, each one answer- 


ed that he could not consent to comply with their propo- 
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the work of destruction would cOmmence immediately. 


~In‘a short time, the printing office, which was a two-story 


brick building, was assailed by the mieb and soon thrown 


down, and with it much valuable property destroyed. — 


Next they went to the store for the same purpose, but 
Mr. Gilbert, onéof the owners, agreeing to close it, they 
abandoned their design. Their next move was their drag- 


ging of Bishop Patridge from his house ‘and family to the 
publi 


¢ square, where, surrounded by hundreds, they par- 


* tially stripped him of his clothes, and tarred and feathered 


him from héad to foot. A man by the name of Allen was 
also tarred at the same time. This was Saturday, and 
the mob agreed to meet the following Tuesday, toaccom- 


plish their purpose of driving or massacreing the society. 


uesday came, and the mob came also, bearing with 
them a red flag'in token of blood. Some two. or three 
of the principal men of the saprye d offered their lives, if 
that would appease the wrath of the mob, so-that the rest 
of the society might dwell in peace upon their lands.— 
The answer. was, that unless the society would leave “en 
masse,” every man should die for himself. Being ina 
defenceless situation, to save a general massacre, it was 
agreed that one half of the society should leave the coun- 


m ty by the first of the next January, and the remainder 
~ by the first of the following April. A treaty was enter- 


ed into and ratified, and all thi went on smoothly fo 
a while. But some time in ct 
mob began again to be kindled, insomuch, that they shot 


" at somo of our people, whippes others, and threw down 


their houses, ‘and committed many other depradations: 


indeed the society of saints were harassed for some time 
and night—-their houses were brickbatted and 


en and children. insulted The 
Gilbert & Co. was broken open, 


fansacked; und some of the goods strewed in the streets. 
These ‘abuses,’ with many others of a very. 


sitions. One of the mob replied that he was sorry, for 


ober. the wrath.of the — 
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place iti which thre’ of the mob and ons of 
out people were This raised as it were the. 


whole county im atnis, and nothing would satisfy then | 


but an immediate surrender of the arms of our pedple, 


and they forthwith to leave the county—Fifty-one guns 


were given up, which have never béen returned or pai 
for to this day. “The next day parties of the mob, from 30 
to 70, headed by priests, went from house to house, threat- 
ening women and chitdren with death if they were not off 


before they returned. This so alarmed them that they 


fled in different directions; some took shelter in the woods, 
while others wandered in the prairies till their feet. bled. 
In the mean time the weather being very cold, their 
sufferings in other.respects were very great. __ 4 
The society made their escape to Clay county as fast 
as they possibly could, where the people received them 
kindly, and administered to their wants. After thé so- 
ciety had left Jackson county, their buildings, amounting 


‘to about two hundred, were either burned or otherwise 


destroyed, and much of their crops, as well as furniture, 
stock, etc., which if properly estimated, would make a 


large sum, for which they have not as rr received any 


remuneration. The society remained in Clay coun-— 


chased out most of the former inhabitants, and also enter- 


ed much of the wild land. Many soon owned a number — €é 


of eighties, while there was scarcely a man that did not 
secure to himself at least a forty. Here we were per- 
mitted to enjoy peace for a season, but as our society im: 


creased in numbers, and settlements were made in Daviess © 
and Corrill counties, the- mob spirit spread itself agaims 


For. months previous to our giving up our arms to 
Gen. Lucas’ army, we heard little else than rumors of © 
mobs, collecting in different places, and threatenmg our 
people. It is well known that the le of aur church 
who had located themselves at De Wit, had to give up to 
amob and leave the place, notwithstanding the militia’ 


Were called out for their protection. From Witt the 


mob went towards Daviess county, and while om thoir 
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ty nearly three years; when, at the suggestion of the » 4 
se there, they removed to that section of country | 
nown now as Caldwell county. Here the people pur- 
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-® forth under the command of David W. Patten, to disperse 


a ‘ 


Bee 


ey took two of our men prisoners and made 


way there th 
them ride upon the cannon, and told them that they would 


drive the Mormons from Daviess to Caldwell and from Cald- 


well to hell, and that they would give them no quarter only 
at the cannon’s mouth. The threats of the mob induced 
some of our people to go to Daviess to help to protect their 
brethern who had settled at Diawman, on Grand river. 

_ The mob soon fled from Daviess county: and after they 
were dispersed and the cannon taken, during which time 
no blood was shed, the people of Caldwell returned to 
their homes in hopes of enjoying peace and quiet; but in 
_this they were disappointed, fora large mob was soon 
found to be collecting on the Grindstone, from ten to fif 
teen miles off, under the command of C. Gillman, a scout- 
ing party of which, came within four miles of Far. West, 
and drove off stock belonging to our peoples in open day 
light. About this time word came to Far West that a 
party of the mob had come into Caldwell county to the 
south of Far West—that they were taking horses and 
cattle—burning houses, and ordering the inhabitants to 
leave their homes immediately—and that they had then 
actually in their possession three men prisoners. This 
report reached Far West in the evening and was confirm. 
ed about midnight. A company of about sixty men went 


the mob, as they supposed. A battle was the result, in 
which Captain Patten and two of his men were killed, 


_and others wounded. Bogart, it appears, had but one 


killed and others wounded. Notwithstanding the unlaw- 
ful acts committed by Captain Bogart’s men privious to 
the battle, it is now asserted and claimed that he was re- 


gularly ordered out as a militia captain, to preserve the 


ace along the lineof Ray and Caldwell counties. That 
battle was fought four or five days previous to the arrival 
of Gen. Lucas and hisarmy. About the time of the bat- 
tle with Captain Bogart, a number of our people who 


- were living near Haunn’s mill, on Shoal Creek, about 


twenty miles below Far West, together with a number 


of emigrants who had been stopped there in consequence 


of the excitement, made an agreement with the mob 
which was about there, that neither party would molest 
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_ fying the mob, they then proceeded to mob and page 4 
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the other; but dwell in-peace. Shortly after this agreé- 4 
ment was made, 2 mob ftom two to three hundred, many of 
whom ed to be from Chariton County, 
‘Daviess and algo those who had agreed to: dwell in peace, 
came upon our people there, whose number in men was 
about forty, at a time they little expected any such thing, 
and without any ceremony, notwithstanding they begged = 
for quarters, shot them down as they would tigers or pan- 
thers. Some few made their escape by fleeing. Righ- g 
teen were killed, and a number more, severely wounded. 

_ This tragedy was conducted in the most brutal and sav- 

age manner. An old man, after the massacre was 

tially over, threw himself into their hands and begged 

for quarters, when he was instantly shot down; thatnot ~ 
killing him, they took an old corn cutter and literallly . * 
mangled him to pieces. A lad of ten years of age, after 
being shot down, also begged to be spared, when one of 
them placed the muzzle of his gun to his head and blew 
out his brains. The slaughter of these.people not satis- 


is 


the people. The scene that presented itself a 

massacre, to the widows and orphans of tho killed, is be- 

yond description. was truly a time of weeping; Of 

mourning, and oflamentation. Asyet,wehavenotheard” 

of any being arrested for these murders, 

there are men boasting about the country, that they did |. © 

kil] on that occasion more than one Mormon, whereas, “© 

all our people who were in the battle with Capt. Patten — 

against Bogart, that can be found, have been arrested, and 

are now confined in jail to await their trial for murders 
When Gen. Lucas arrived near Far West, and present- 

ed the governor’s order, we were greatly surprised, yet 

we felt willing to submit to the authorities of the State. 

We gave up our arms without reluctance; we were thon 

made prisoners, .and confined to the limits of the town 

for about a week, during which time the men from the 

country were not permitted to go to their families, many 

of whom were in a suffering condition for the want of 

food and od, the cold stor. 

my. Much property was destroy etroopsintown 

during their stay there: such rails, . 
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gorn-cribs, boards, &c., the using.of corn and. hay, the 
plundering of houses, the killing of cattle, sheep,and. 
~~ andalso the taking of horses not their own, and all this.wi 
qut regard to owners or askng leave of any one. In the 
mean time, men were abused, women insulted and. abused 
by the troops, and all this, while we were kept. prisoners. 
Whilst the town was guarded, we were called together 
by the order of Gen. Lucas, and a guard. placed close 
around us, and in that situation, were, compelled to sign 
a deed of trust for the purpose of making our individual 
property all holden, as they said, to pay all the debts of 
every individual belonging to the church, and also to pay 
for EE sist the old inhabitants of Daviess may have sus- 
tained in consequence of the late difficulties in that county. 
Gen. Clark was now arrived, and the first important 
* » move made by him was the collecting of our men together 
_ . on the square, and selected out about fifty of them, whom 
©" he immediately marched into a house, and confined. close; 
_ this was done without the aid of the Sheriff, or any legal 
a sepcess. The next day 46 of those taken, were driven 
“ ike a parcel of menial slaves, off to Richmond, not know- 
a ing why they were taken, or what they were. taken for. 
© After being confined in-Richmond more than two weeks, 
"about one half were liberated; the rest, after another 
week’s confinement, were, most of them, required to ap- 
.. pear at court, and have since been let to bail. Since 
»» Gen. Clark withdrew his troops from Far West, parties 
' Of armed men have gone.through the country, driving 
off horses, sheep, and cattle, and also plundering houses. 
The barbarity of Gen. Lucas’ troops ought not. to be 
passed over in silence. They shot our cattle and hogs, 
merely for the sake of destroying them, leaving them for 
} the ravens to eat. They took prisoner an aged, man by 
» name of Tanner, and without any reason, for it he 
was. struck over the head with a gun, which laid; his skull 
bare. Another man by the name of Carey was also tak- 
en prisoner by them, and without any provocation. had 
|  4its brains dashed out with agun. He was laid, in a wa- 
q gon, and;there permitted to remain, for the space.of. 24 
'. hours, during which time no one was permitted tovadmin- 
to him comfort or consolation, and after he was.re. 
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moved from that situation he lived buta fewhours. The’ 
destruction of property, at and about Far West, is very 


great.. Many are stripped bare as it. were, and others 
partially so; indeed, take us as a body, at this time, we 
are 2 poor and afflicted people, and if we are compelled 
to leave the State in the spring, many, yes, a large por- 
tion of our society, will have to be removed at the ex- 

ense of the State, as those who otherwise might have 

elped them,:are now debarred that privilege in conse- 
quence of the deed of trust we were compelled to sign, 
which deed se operates upon our real estate, that it will 
sell for but little or nothing at this times We have now 
made a brief statement of some of the most prominent 
features of the troubles that have befallen our people since 
their first settlement in this State, and we believe that 
these. persecutions have come in consequence of our re- 
ligious faith, and not for any immorality on our part. 

hat imstances have been of late, where individuals have 
tresspassed upon the rights of others, and thereby broken 


the laws of the land, we will not pretend to deny, but yet 


we do believe that no crime can be substantiated against 
any of the people who have a standing in our church, of an 


earlier date than the difficulties in Daviess county, And. 
when it is considered that the rights of this people have ~ 


been trampled upon from time to time, with impunity, 
and abuses heaped upon them almost innumerable, it ought, 
in some degree, -to palliate for any infraction of the law, 
which may have been made on the part, of our people. © 
The late order of Gov. Boggs, to drive us frum this 
State, or exterminate us, Is a thing so novel, unlawful, 
tyranical and oppressive, that we have been induced to 
draw up this memorial and present this statement of our case 
to your honorable body, praying that a law may be pass- 
ed, rescinding the order of the-Governor to drive us from 
the State, and also giving us the sanction of the Legisla. 
ture to inherit our lands in peace—we ask an expression 
of the Legislature, disapproving the conduct of those whe 
compelled us to sign a deed of trust, and also disapproving 
of any man or set of men, taking our property in conse, 
quence of that deed of trust, and appropriating it to.the 


payment of debts not contracted by us, or for the payers — 
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. ment’of damages sustamed in consequence of 
5 OUT 


committed by others. We have no common stoc 
property is individual property, and we feel willmg to 
pay our debts as other individuals do, but we are not w 
to be bound for other people’s debts also, 
The arms which were taken from us here, which we 
understand to be about 630, besides swords and pistols, we 
care not so much about, as we do the pay for them; only 
we are bound to do military duty, which we are willin 
to do, and which we think was sufficiently miaiifedted 
the raising of a volunteer company last fall, at Far 
est, when called upon by Gen. Parks, to raise troops 
for the frontier, 
- ‘The arms given up by us, we consider were worth be- 
tween twelve and fifteen thousand dollars, but we under- 
stand they have been greatly damaged since taken, and 
at this time, probably would not bring near their former 
value. And asthey were, both here and m Jackson Coun- 
ty, taken by the militia, and consequently by the authori- 
ty of the State, we therefore ask your honorable body to 
cause an appropriation to be made by law, whereby we 
may be paid for them, or otherwise have them returned 
to us and the damages made good. The losses sustained 
by our people in leaving Jackson County, are so situated 
hat it is impossible to obtain any compensation for them 
by law, because those who have sustained them are unable 
to prove those tresspasses upon individuals. That the facts 
do exist,—that the buildings, crops, stock, furniture, rails, 
timber, &c., of the society, have been destroyed in Jack- 
son County; is not doubted by those who are acquainted 
in this upper country, and since these trespasses cannot 
be proved upon individuals, we ask your honorable body 


to consider this case, and if, in your liberality and wis- — 


dom, you can conceive it to be proper to make an appro- 
priation by law. to these sufferers, many of whom arestill 
pressed down with poverty im consequence of their losses, 
would be able to pay their debts, andalso in some degree 
be relieved from poverty and woe, whilst the widow's heart 
would be made to rejoice and the orphan’s tear measura- 


_ bly dried up, and the prayers of a grateful people ascend 
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on high, with inaakegivil and praise, to the Author of our 
existence, for that benificent act. §. 

In laying our case before your honorable body, we say 
that we are willing, and ever have been to. conform tothe. | 
constitution and awe of the United+States, and of this = 
State. Weask in common with others, the protection ~~ 
of the laws. ask for the privilege guaranteed to all | 
fe &f free citizens of the United States and of this State to be 
re I extended to us, that we may be permitted to settle and 4 
ly || live where we please, and worship God: according tothe 
dictates of our conscience without molestation. And 

while we ask for ourselves this privilege we are willing all 
ur others should enjoy the same. 
9S We now lay our case at the feet of your legislature, 
and ask your honorable body to consider it,and do for us, 
e- ff after mature deliberation, that which your wisdom, pat- 
r- — riotism, and philanthropy may dictate. And we, as in 
id duty bound, will ever pray, &e.. 
EDWARD PATRIDGE, 
1- HEBEN C. KIMBALL, 
JOHN TAYLOR, . 
THEODORE TURLEY, 
BRIGHAM YOUNG, 
ISAAC MORLEY, 
GEORGE W. HARRIS, 
JOHN MUNDOCK, 
JOHN M. BURK. 

A committee appointed by the citizens of Caldwell 
County to draft this memorial, and sign it in their behalf. 

Far West, Caldwell Co., Mo,, Dec. 10, 1838. 
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The following address, was delivered at Far West, by 
Maj. Gen, Clark, to the Mormons, after they had surrenr 
dered their arms, and themselves prisoners of war? 

“ Gentlemen—You whose names are not attached to 
this list of names will now have the privilege of goin 
your fields to obtain corn for your families, wh 
hose that are now taken, will go from thence to prison; 
be tried, and receive the due demerit of their crimes—but 
youare now atliberty, all but such as charges may be here- 
after preferred against. lt now devolves upon you toful- 
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treaty thaty 


ou have entered into, the leading items 


of which 1 noWlay. before you. “The first of these you 


have already complied with, which is, that you deliver u 
your leading then to tried according to law. Second, 


that you deliver up your arims—this has ‘been attended 


to. The third is, that’ you sign over your properties to 


defray the expenses of the war—this you have also done. 


Another thing yet remains for you to comply with, that 
is, that you leave the State forthwith,:and whatever your 
feelings concerning this affair—whatever your innocence, 
itis nothingtome. Gen. Lucas, who is equal in authority 
with me, has made this treaty with you. I am determin- 
ed to see it executed. The orders of the Governor to 
me, were, that you should be extermin:ted, and not allow- 
éd to continue in the State, and had your leader not been 
given up and the treaty complied with before this, you and 
your families would have been destroyed, and your houses 
There is a discretionary power vested in my hands 
which I shall try to exercise fora season. I did not say 
that you shall go now, but you must not think of staying 
here another season or of putting in'crops; for the moment 
you do, the citizens will 
to see the Governor’s Message fulfilled, but shall not come 
upon you immediately—do not think that I shall act as I 
have done any more—but if I have to come again, because 
the treaty which you have made here shall_be . broken, 
tne on. not expect any-mercy, but extermination—for 
am determined the Govenor’s order shall be executed. 
As for your leaders, do not once think—do not imagine 
for 2 moment—do not let it enter your mind, that they 


_ will be delivered, or that you will see their faces again, 
for their fate is fixed, their die is cast—their doom is 


sealed. 
_ Tam sorry, gentlemen, to see so great a number of ap- 
parently intelligent men found in the situation that you 
are;—and, oh! that I could invoke the spirit of the un- 


known God to rest upon you, and deliver you from that 
awful chain of superstition, and liberate you from those 


fetters of fanaticism with which you are bound. I would 


advise you to scatter abroad and never again organize 


upon you. I am determined 
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# other citizens, lest.by a recurrence of. these events you 


share the same fate. | 


with Bishops, Presidents, &c., lest yousexcite the jeal- : 
ousies of the people, and subject yourselves to the same . 
calamities that have now come upon you. You have <5) 
always been the aggressors—yowhave brought upon yours © 
selves these difficulties by being disaffected, and not being - 

subject to rule—and my advice is that you, become as 


bring upon yourselves irretrievable ruin. 
AFFIDAVIT OF AMASA LYMAN, 


Amasa Lyman, witness for the defendants, being sworn, 
deposeth and saith, that some time in the forepart of Oc 
tober last, while on his way from De Witt, some two or | 
three days after the Church of Latter Day Saints left De | 
Witt for Far West, in company witha Mr. Dunn,of Far 7% 
West, we were taken prisoners by a company of armed | 
men; numbering from 15 to 25, varying at times. They 
had with them a cannon which they said they were going 
to take to Daviess County, and were going to commence . 
a war cf extermination with the Mormons, and in-case the, 
inhabitants of Caldwell County interfered they should 4 


bey 


The name of the Captain of the company was W. B ~ & 
Henderson, who said he had once been called out to ; 


to Daviess County, and had acted as a Lieutenant inthe 3 
Militia, but he was, now going on a different: hook, because. 7 
he was free from. y law. The witness was detained * 
by said Company four days, during which time he heard | 
many threats againts the Mormons. ‘They said they in- 
tended to exterminate the Mormons and take their im- 
provements’and wives to themselves. Some of the com- 
pany were for having the prisoners executed, as an off 


J] set against some of their men who they supposed had been 


taken prisoners by the Mormons; but on hearing they 

had not been taken, our lives were spared. They said = 
they were going to be assisted by men from Livingston, «4 
Ray, Jackson, Corrill, and other counties, also fromthe . | 
Platt County. . There were some in the company from. 
Linn County. ‘The witness in company with Mr. Dunn, 

who was a prisoner also, was taken to a Mr. White’s in . 
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Livingston County, (the place where the cannon was Said 
to be’ found by the Mormons,) and discharged. This 
‘was. before the burning in Daviess County. About 
time of ‘our arrivaliat Far West, a a -came into 
the place stating thata‘mob'was about collecting at Bunk- 
ham for the:purpose’of burning Far West if they had suf 
ficient strength; and if not, to commencedepredations on 
| the outskirts of the Mormon settlements by. driving them 
offand burning their houses. It was therefore thought 
S- - best to send out a spy company to that vicinity to watch 
a the movements of the mobs if there should be any, and 
report to Par West. Accordingly, a ten 
men was raised of which I had the command. e were 
instructed to range the southern line of Caldwell County, 
and watch the movements of armed bodies of men, if any 
were there, and in case they should commit any depreda- 
tions upon the citizens of Caldwell, we were to report to 
- Far West immediately. We were to act entirely on the 
defensive, and not to injure any people in person or pro- 
=  -perty, except an attack should be made upon us in our 
- ~ own County, or upon some of the families of some of our 
people. ‘The deponant further saith ‘that he has been 
with Joseph Smith Jr., Hyram 

- ith, and Sidney Rigdon, for a number of ‘years and 
/ © ‘their teachings concerning the Laws of the Land have 
De uniformly been to have them observed in every particu- 


‘lar, and further this deponent saith not. 
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fil the treaty that you have entered into, the leading items 


ght 


of which 1 now lay before you. The first of these you 
have already complied with, which is, that you deliver u 


your leading then to bé'tried according to law. Second, 
~ that you deliver up your arms—this has ‘been attended 


to. The third is, that you sign over your properties to 
defray the.expenses of the war—this you have also done. 


Another thing yet remains for you to ‘comply with, that 


is, that you leave the State forthwith, and whatever your 
feelings concerning this affair—whatever your innocence, 
itis nothingtome. Gen. Lucas, who is equal in authority 
with me, has made this treaty with you. I am -determin- 
ed to see it executed. The orders of the Guvernor to 
me, were, that you should be exterminated, and not allow- 
éd to continue in the State, and had your leader not been 


given up and the treaty complied with before this, you and 


your families would have been destroyed, and your houses 
There is a discretionary power vested in my hands 


which I shall try to exercise fora season. I did not say 


that you shall go now, but you must not think of staying 
here another season or of putting in’crops; for the moment 
you do, the citizens will be upon you. I am determined 
to see the Governor’s Message fulfilled, but shajl not come 
upon you immediately—do not think that I shall act as I 
have done any more—but if i have to’come again, because 
the treaty which you have made here shall_be - broken, 
not expect any-mercy, but extermination—for 

am determined the Govenor’s order shall be executed. 
As for your leaders, do not once think—-do not imagine 
for a moment—do not let it enter your mind, that they 
will be delivered, or that you will see their faces again, 
for their fate is fixed, their die is cast—their doom is 
sealed. 

I am sorry, gentlemen, to see so great a number of ap- 
parently intelligent men found in the situation that you 
are;—and, oh! that I could invoke the spirit of the un- 
known God to rest upon you, and deliver you from that 
awful chain of superstition, and liberate you from those 


fetters_of fanaticism with which you are bound. I would 
advise you to scatter abroad and never again organize 
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with Bishops, Presi &c., lest youexcite the 
ousies of the people, and subject yoursélves to the sae |] 
calamities that have now come upon you. You havé 9% 
always been the aggressors—youhave brought upon your > "4 
selves these difficulties by being disaffected, and not aoe a 
subject to rule—and my advice is that you becomeas “—@% 


other citizens, lest.by a recurrence of these events you | 
bring upon yourselves irretrievable ruin. 


AFFIDAVIT OF AMASA LYMAN, 


Amasa Lyman, witness for the defendants, being sworn, 
deposeth and saith, that some time in the forepart of Oe =} 
tober last, while on his way from De Witt, some twoor 9% 
three days after the Church of Latter Day Saints left De @ 
Witt for Far West, in company witha Mr. Dunn,of Far “J 
West, we were taken prisoners by a company of armed 
men, numbering from 15 to 25, varying attimes. They . @ 
had with them a cannon which they said they were going 4 
to take to Daviess County, andwere going to commence. 
a war cf extermination with the Mormons, and incase the , “7 
inhabitants of Caldwell County interfered they should @ 

The name of the Captain of the company was W. B. ~~ @ 
Henderson, who said he had once been called out to go = “| 
to Daviess County, and had acted as a Lieutenant inthe 4 
Militia, but he was. now going on a different: hook, because. 
he was free from Military law. The witness was detained © 
by said Company four days, during which time he heard 
many threats againts the Mormons, They said they in- 
tended to exterminate the Mormons and take their im" 
provements’and wives to themselves. Some of the com- 
pany were for having the prisoners executed, as an off- 
set against some of their men who they supposed had been 
taken prisoners by the Mormons; but on hearing they 
had not been taken, our lives were spared. They said 
they were going to be assisted by men from Livingston, © 
Ray, Jackson, Corrill, and other counties, also from the . @ 
Platt County. There were some in the comma from. 
Linn County. ‘The witness in company with Mr. Dunn, ~~ 
who was a prisoner also, was taken toa Mr. White’s in . 
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 filthe treaty thatyou have entered into, the leading items 
of which 1 noW lay before you. ‘The first of these you § 
> have already complied with, which is, that you deliver u or 
your leading men to tried according to law. Second, 

| © that you deliver up your arms—this has “been attended . 


to. The third is, that’ you sign over your properties to R 
defray the expenses of the war—this you have also done. br 
; Another thing yet remains for you to comply with, that J 
» Is, that you leave the State forthwith, and whatever your 
feelings concerning this affair—whatever your innocence, 
itis nothingtome. Gen. Lucas, who is equal in authority 
with me, has made this treaty with you. I am determin- 4 

ed to see it executed. The orders of the Governor to § 


me, were, that you should be exterminated, and not allow- rs 
ed to continue in the State,and had your leader not been § w 
given up and the treaty complied with before this, you and W 
your families would have been destroyed, and your houses § 


_. There is a discretionary power vested in my hands §,, 
which I shall try to exercise for a season. I did not say 
that you shall go now, but you must not think of staying 
here another season or of putting in’crops; for the moment § 4, 
you do, the citizens will be upon you. I am determined § 
to see the Governor’s Message fulfilled, but shall not come He 
upon you immediately—do not think that I shall act-as | to 
have done any more—but if I have to'come again, because ff yy; 
the treaty which you have made here shall be . broken, ff), 
not expect any mercy, but extermination—for 
am determined the Govenor’s order shall be executed. y 
As for your leaders, do not once think—do not imagine 


for 2 moment—do not let it enter your mind, that they we 
will be delivered, or that you will see their faces again, re 
for their fate is fixed, their die is‘cast—their doom is oe 
I am sorry, gentlemen, to see so great a number of ap- §),,, 


- parently intelligent men found in the situation that you Jy. 
-~  are;—and, oh! that I could invoke the spirit of the un- fp, 
| known God to rest upon you, and deliver you from that fp, 
_ awful chain of superstition, and liberate you from those fj) ; 
_ fetters of fanaticism with which you are bound. I would §,) 
_ advise you to scatter abroad and never again organize 
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share the same fate. . we 


with Bishops, Presidents, &c., lest you.excite the jeale 
ousies of the people, and subject yourselves to the same | | 
calamities that have now come upon you. You havé 98 
always been the aggressors—you have brought upon your 
selves these difficulties by being disaffected, and notbeing - 4 
subject to rule—and my advice is that you, becomeas —% 
other citizens, lest.by a recurrence of these events you 
bring upon yourselves irretrievable ruin. 


\A¥FIDAVIT OF AMASA LYMAN, 


Amasa Lyman, witness for the defendants, being sworn, - 
deposeth and saith, that some time in the forepart of Oe = 
tober last, while on his way from De Witt, some twoor ~~ @ 
three days after the Church of Latter Day Saints leftDe @ 
Witt for Far West, in company witha Mr. Dunn,of Far =~ 
West, we were taken prisoners bya company of armed 
men, numbering from 15 to 25, varying at times. They @ 
had with thém a cannon winch they said they were going @ 
to take to Daviess County, and were going to commence. 4 
a war cf extermination with the Mormons, and in case the , 
inhabitants. of Caldwell County interfered they should @ 


The name of the Captain of the company was W. B. ~  @ 
Henderson, who said.he had once been called out: to ge ae 
to Daviess County, and had acted as a'Lieutenant imthe | 
Militia, but he was. now going on a differenthook, because 4 
he was free hon law. The witmess was detained” 
by said Company four days, during which time he heard 
many threats againts the Mormons, They said they ine 
tended to exterminate the Mormons and take their im- @ 
provements“and wives to themselves. Someofthecom- 7% 
pany were for having the prisoners executed, as an off 
set against some of their men who they supposed had been 
taken prisoners by the Mormons; but on hearing they 
had not been taken, our lives were spared. They said at 
they were going to be assisted by men from Livingston, | 
Ray, Jackson, Corrill, and other counties, also from the . @ 
Platt County. ‘There were some in the company from. 
Linn County. The witness in company with Mr. Dunn, — 
who was a prisoner also, was taken toa Mr. White’s in . 
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 filthe treaty that'you have entered into, the leading items 
- of which I nowlay before you. “The first of these you 
~. ‘have already complied with, which is, that you deliver u 

leading then to be’ tried according to law. Second, 
_ © that you deliver up your arms—this has ‘been attended 
to. The third is, that you sign over your properties to 
defray the expenses of the war—this you have also done. 
Another thing yet remains for you to comply with, that 
is, that you leave the State forthwith, and whatever your 
feelings concerning this affair—whatever your innocence, 
itis nothingtome. Gen. Lucas, who is equal in authority 
with me, has made this treaty with you. I am-determin- 2 
ed to see it executed. The orders of the Guvernor to § °S 


me, were, that you should be exterminated, and not allow- 3 
éd to continue in the State, and had your leader not been § yw 
given up und the treaty complied with before this, you and § w 

ur families would have been destroyed, and your houses fj 


_. There is a discretionary power vested in my hands 
which I shall try to exercise for a season. I did not say 
that you shall go now, but you must not think of staying 
‘here another season or of putting in’crops; for the moment 
you do, the citizens will be upon you. Iam determined § 

—  _ to see the Governor’s Message fulfilled, but shall not come He 

| © upon you immediately—do not think that E shall act as | to 

have done any more—but if I have to come again, because iy. 

the treaty which you have made here shall. be . broken, §,, 

you need not expect mercy, but extermination—for 
am determined the Govenor’s order shall be executed. y 


As for your leaders,:do not once think—-do not imagine ms, 
for 2 moment—do not let it enter your mind, that they 

will be delivered, or that you will see their faces again, ai 

for their fate is fixed, their die is cast—their doom is + 


I am sorry, gentlemen, to see so great a number of ap- 
parently intelligent men found in the situation that you fy,, 
are;—and, oh! that I could invoke the spirit of the un- Bp, 
known God to rest upon you, and deliver you from that Bp, 
awful chain of superstition, and liberate you from those Lit 
fetters of fanaticism with which you are bound. I would wh 
advise you to scatter abroad and never again organize 
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deposeth and saith, that some time in the forepart of Oc- 


“ad 


with Bishops, Presidents, &c., lest you.excite the jeak 
ousies of the people, and subject yoursely 


es tothe same . 
calamities that have now come upon you. Yow havé 29 
always been the aggressors—yowhave brought upon your a” | 
selves these difficulties by being disaffected, and not being — 
subject to rule—and my advice is that you, become as 
other citizens, lest.by a recurrence of these events you 
bring upon yourselves irretrievable ruin. 


A 


AVFIDAVIT OF aMasa LYMAN, 
Amasa Lyman, witness for the defendants, being sworn, 


tober last, while on his way from De Witt, some two or 
three days after the Church of Latter Day Saints left De 
Witt for Far West, in company with a Mr. Dunn,of Far 7% 
West, we were taken prisoners by a company of armed 
men, numbering from 15 to 25, varying at.times. They & 
had withthém a cannon which they said they were going 4 
to take to Daviess County, and were going to commence . 


a war Gf extermination with the Mormons, and incase the , 
inhabitants of Caldwell County interfered they should @ 


The name of the Captain of the company was W. B, 
Henderson, who said he had once been called out to go —& % 
to Daviess County, and had acted as a Lieutenant in. a 
Militia, but he was. now going on a differenthook, because 
he was free from Military law. The witness was detained” —_ 
by said Company four days, during which time he heard = 
many threats againts the Mormons, They said they in- 
tended to exterminate the Mormons and take their im-: 
provements’and wives to themselves. Some of the com- 
pany were for having the prisoners executed, as an off 
set against some of their men who they supposed had been 
taken prisoners by the Mormons; but on hearing they 
had not been taken, our lives were spared. They said a 
they were going to be assisted by men from Livingston, 4) 
Ray, Jackson, Corrill, and other counties, also from the . | 


Platt County. There were some in the from 
Linn County. The witness in company with Mr. Dunn, 
who was a prisoner also, was taken toa Mr. White’s in . 
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- filthe treaty that you have entered into, the leading items 
of which 1 now lay before you. ‘The first of these yo 
' ‘have already complied with, which is, that you deliver u 
leading then to be’ tried according to law. Second, 
_ © that you deliver up your arms—this has ‘been attended 
to. The third is, that you sign over your properties to 
defray the expenses of the war—this you have also done. 
Another thing yet remains for you to comply with, that 
is, that you leave the State forthwith, and whatever your 
feelings concerning this affair—whatever your innocence, 
itis nothingtome. Gen. Lucas, who is equal in authority 
with me, has made this treaty with you. [I am determin- 4 
ed to see it executed. The orders of the Governor to § °° 


me, were, that you should be exterminated, and not allow- i 
éd to continue in the State,and had your leader not been W 
given up and the treaty complied with before this, you and ff w 

our families would have been destroyed, and your houses § 


In ashes. | | ha 
‘There is a discretionary power vested in my hands 

which I shall try to exercise for a season. I did not say 
=~ _ that you shall go now, but you must not think of staying §- 
aa here another season or of putting in’crops; for the moment fy. 
| you do, the citizens will be upon you. »I am determined § 
* a to see the Governor’s Message fulfilled, but shall not come Hk 
upon you immediately—do not think that I shall act as1 


have done any more—but if I have to'come again, because Jy, 

|. |. the treaty which you have made here shall_be . broken, he 
not expeet any-mercy, but extermination—for 

am determined the Govenor’s order shall be executed 
+ As for your leaders, do not once think—do not imagine §f,,, 
f. for a moment—do not let it enter your mind, that they vs 
a will be delivered, or that you will see their faces again, ms 
¢ for their fate is fixed, their die is cast—their doom is ~ 


I am sorry, gentlemen, to see so great a number of ap- 
parently intelligent men found in the situation that you fy, 
_*  are;—and, oh! that I could invoke the spirit of the un- Ra 
| known God to rest upon you, and deliver you from that Bp, 
awful chain of superstition, and liberate you from those 7; 
fetters of fanaticism with which you are bound. I would §.) 
advise you to scatter abroad and never again organize 
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with ps). Presidents, &c., lest yon excite the jeal- A 


ousies of the people, and subject yourselves to the same’ . | 
calamities that have now come upon you. You have \.99 
always been the aggressors—youhave brought upon your 
selves these difficulties by being disaffected, and notbeing 
subject to rule—and my advice is that. you becomeas ] 
other citizens, lest.by a recurrence of. these events you 7 
bring upon yourselves irretrievable ruin. 


AFFIDAVIT OF AMASA LYMAN, 


Amasa Lyman, witness for the defendants, being sworn, 
deposeth and saith, that some time in the forepart of Oc 
tober last, while on his way from De Witt, some twoor —<@ 
three days after the Church of Latter Day Saints left De | @ 
Witt for Far West, in company witha Mr. Dunn,of Far ~~ 
West, we were taken prisoners by a company of armed 7% 
men, numbering from 15 to 25, varying attimes. They ..@ 
had withthem a cannon which they said they were going @ 
to take to Daviess County, andwere going to commence. ™ 
a war Cf extermination with the Mormons, and incase the , 
inhabitants of Caltiwell County interfered they should 

The name of the Captain of the company was W. B. ~~  @ 
Henderson, who said he had once been called out to po x 
to Daviess County, and had acted as a: Lieutenant in a 
Militia, but he was, now going on. a differenthook, because. | 
he was free from Military law. The witness wasdetained” — ~ 
by said Company four days, during which time he heard 3 
many threats againts the Mormons, They said they in- 
tended to exterminate the Mormons and take their im- a 
provements“and wives to themselves. Someofthecom- 
pany were for having the prisoners executed, as an off. a 
set against some of their men who they supposed had been "4 
taken prisoners by the Mormons; but on hearing they 
had not been taken, our lives were spared. They said 
they were going to be assisted by men from Livingston, 
Ray, Jackson, Corrill, and other counties, also from the 
Platt County. ‘There were some in the comment from 
Linn County. ‘The witness in company with Mr. Dunn, — 
who was a prisoner also, was taken toa Mr. White’s in - 
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' filthe treaty’ thatiyou have entered into, the leading items 
| ~>—s of which I noW'lay before you. ‘The first of these you 


have already complied with, which is, that you deliver u 


-your leading ten to tried according to law. Second, 


- that you deliver up your armms—this has ‘been attended 
to. The third is, that you sign over your properties to 
defray the expenses of the war—this ‘you have also done. 
Another thing yet remains for you to comply with, that 
is, that you leave the State forthwith, and whatever your 
feelings concerning this affair—whatever your innocence, 
itis nothingtome. Gen. Lucas, who is equal in authority 
with me, has made this treaty with you. I am determin- 
ed to see it executed. The orders of the Guvernor to 
me, were, that you should be exterminated, and not allow- 


 @d to continue in the State, and had your leader not been 


given up and the treaty complied with before this, you and 
ur families would have been destroyed, and your houses 

_ There is a discretionary power vested in my hands 

which I shall try to exercise fora season. I did not say 

that you shall go now, but you must not think of staying 

here another season or of putting in’crops; for the moment 


- you do, the citizens will be upon you. I am determined 
= ~~ to see the Governor’s Message fulfilled, but shall not come 


upon you immediately—do not think that I shall act as I 
have done any more—but if I have to’come again, because 
the treaty which you have made here shall be . broken, 
not expeet any. mercy, but extermination—for 

am determined the Govenor’s order shall be executed. 
As for your leaders, do not once think—do not imagine 
for a moment—do not let it enter your mind, that they 
will be delivered, or that you will see their faces again, 
ot their fate is fixed, their die is cast—their doom is 

I am sorry, gentlemen, to see so great a number of ap- 
parently intelligent men found in the situation that you 
are;—and, oh! that I could invoke the spirit of the un- 
‘known God to rest upon you, and deliver you from that 


_ -awfukchain of superstition, and liberate you from those 


fetters of fanaticism with which you are bound. I would 
advise you to scatter abroad and never again organize 
| 


ou 
se 
su 
ot 
br 
de 
to 
th 
W 
W 
mi 
ha 
4 to 
in! 
= 
He 
to 
Mi 
he 
* | by 
ma 
ter 
pre 
| pal 
set 
| har 
the 
Ra 
Pi: 
Lit 
wh 
a — | 


ousies of the people, and subject yoursélves to the same | | 
calamities that have now come upon you. You have 99 
always been the aggressors—you have brought upon your 
selves these difficulties by being disaffected, and moabelits a 
subject to rule—and my advice is that you, become as 
other citizens, lest.by a recurrence of these events you 
bring upon yourselves irretrievable ruin. 
AFFIDAVIT OF AMASA LYMAN. 

Amasa Lyman, witness for the defendants, being sworny 
deposeth and saith, that some time in the forepart of Oe | 
tober last, while on his way from De Witt; some twoor ~~ @ 
three days after the Church of Latter Day Saints left De @ 
Witt for Far West, in company with a Mr. Dunn,of Far . J 
West, we were taken prisoners by. a.company of armed 
men, numbering from 15 to 25, varying at times. They @ 
had with-them a cannon which they said they were going  §@ 
to take to Daviess County, and were going to commence. “YF 
a war cf with the Mormons, and in case the , 
inhabitants of ell, County 


share the same fate. 


interfered they should | 


The name of ‘the Captain of the company was W. B. 
Henderson, who said. he had once been called out to 
to Daviess County, and had acted as a: Lieutenant in E. 
Militia, but he was. now going on a different-hook, because _ 
he was free from. Military law. The witness was detained” | 
by said Company four days, during which time he heard = | 
many threats againts the Mormons, They said they in- — 
tended to exterminate the Mormons and take their im- 
provements’and wives to themselves. Some of the com-_ 
pany were for having the prisoners executed, as an off. 
set against some of their men who they supposed had been 
taken prisoners by the Mormons; but on hearing they 
had not been taken, our lives were spared. They said 
they were going to be assisted by men from Livingston, 
Ray, Jackson, Corrill, and other counties, also from the 
Platt County. There were some in the company from. 
Linn County. ‘The witness in company with Mr. Dunn, ~~ 
who was a prisoner also, was taken toa Mr. White’s in . 
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| ~—Csi thee treaty that you have entered into, the leading items 
' of which 1 noW'lay before you. ‘The first of these you 

i, ‘have already complied with, which is, that you deliver u 
) your leading then to bé'tried according to law. Second, 
| © that you deliver up your arims—this has been attended 
eto The third is, that you sign over your properties to 
defray the expenses of the war—this you have also done. 
Another thing yet remains for you to comply with, that 
is, that you leave the State forthwith, and whatever your 
feelings concerning this affair—whatever your innocence, 
itis nothingtome. Gen. Lucas, who is equal in authority 
with me, has made this treaty with you. [ am determin- 
ed to see it executed. The orders of the Guvernor to 
me, were, that you should be exterminated, and not allow- 
éd to continue in the State,and had your leader not been 
given up and the treaty complied with before this, you and 
your families would have been destroyed,and your houses 


ay 


in ashes. 
_. There is a discretionary power vested in my hands 
which I shall try to exercise fora season. I did not say 
that you shall go now, but you must not think of staying 
‘here another season or of putting in’crops; for the moment 
you do, the citizens will be upon you. 
-| to see the Governor’s Message fulfilled, but shall not come 
upon you immediately—do not think that I shall act as I 
_ have doneany more—but if I have to’come again, because 
the treaty which you have made here shall_be - broken, 
not expect any. mercy, but extermination—for 
am determined the Govenor’s order shall be executed. 
As for your leaders, do not once think—-do not imagine 
for 2 moment—do not let it enter your mind, that they 
will be delivered, or that you will see their faces again, 
for their fate is fixed, their die is cast—their doom is 
sealed. 
_ Tam sorry, gentlemen, to see so great a number of ap- 
parently intelligent men found in the situation that you 
are;—and, oh! that I could invoke the spirit of the un- 
known God to rest upon you, and deliver you from that 
_ awful chain of superstition, and liberate you from those 
fetters of fanaticism with which you are bound. I would 
advise you to scatter abroad and never again organize 


I am determined 
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with Bishops, Presidents, &c., lest you.excite the jeak 
ousies of the people, and subject yourselves to the same | | 
calamities that have now come upon you. Yow havé 99 
always been the aggressors—yowhave brought upon yours © 4 
selves these difficulties by being disaffected, and not being 
subject to rule—and my advice is that you, become as 
other citizens, lest.by a recurrence of these events you 
bring upon yourselves irretrievable ruin, 


AFFIDAVIT OF AMASA LYMAN, 


Amasa Lyman, witness for thedefendants, being sworn; | 
deposeth and saith, that some time in the forepart of Oc« a 
tober last, while on his way from De Witt, some twoor ~~ @ 
three days after the Church of Latter Day Saints left De @ 
Witt for Far West, in company with a Mr. Dunn,of Far ~%] 
West, we were taken prisoners by. a company of armed. 
men; numbering from 15 to 25, varying at times. They 
had withthem a cannon which they said they were going @ 
to take to Daviess County, and were going to commence. 
a war cf extermination with the Mormons, and in.case the , 
inhabitants of Caldwell County interfered they should @ 

The name of the Captain of the company was W. Bu oa 
Henderson, who said. he had once been called out to go 
to Daviess County, and had acted as a Lieutenant in. a 
Militia, but he was, now going on a different: hook, because. 
he was free from Military law. The witness was detained © 
by said Company four days, during which time he heard 
many threats againts the Mormons, They said they in- — 
tended to exterminate the Mormons and take their im-" ° 
provements’and wives to themselves. Some of the com-. 
pany were for having the prisoners executed, as an off 
set against some of their men who they supposed had been 
taken prisoners by the Mormons; but on hearing they 
had not been taken, our lives were spared. They said oa 
they were going to be assisted by men from Livingston, || 
Ray, Jackson, Corrill, and other counties, also from the .. 
Platt County. ‘There were some in the comment from. 
Linn County. ‘The witness in company with Mr. Dunn, — 
who was a prisoner also, was taken toa Mr. White’s in _ 
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 fibthe treaty that’you have entered into, the leading items § 

which 1 noW lay before you. “The first of these you 

© ‘have already complied with, which is, that you deliver up J ©) 
leading men to bé'tried according to law. Second, 

_ © that you deliver up your arms—this has ‘been attended + 

| to. The third is, that»you sign over your properties tof 

defray the expenses of the war—this you have also done. br 


Another thing yet remains for you to comply with, that 
is, that you leave the State forthwith, and whatever your 
feelings concerning this affair—whatever your innocence, 
itis nothingtome. Gen. Lucas, who is equal in authority 
with me, has made this treaty with you. I am determin- 4 

‘ed to see it executed. The orders of the Governor to | °° 


me, were, that you should be exterminated, and not allow- . 
éd to continue in the State,and had your leader not been W 
given up and the treaty complied with before this, you and W 
your would have been destroyed, and your houses § 

There is a discretionary power vested in my hands . 
which I shall try to exereise fora season. I did not say §, . 
that you shall go now, but you must not think of staying ‘nl 


here another season or of — in'crops; for the moment ff 9. 
you do, the citizens will be upon you. I am determined § 
=| to see the Governor’s Message fulfilled, but shall not come Hi 
| © upon you immediately—do not think that I shall act as I 

| have done any more—but if I have to.come again, because fi yy 
the treaty which you have made here shall be . broken, §,, 
not expect any. mercy, but extermination—for 

am determined the Govenor’s order shall be executed. y 


As for your leaders, do not once think—do not imagine 
» for a moment—do not let it enter your mind, that they 

will be delivered, or that you will see their faces again, J, 

ig for their fate is fixed, their die is cast—their doom is. 2 


I am sorry, gentlemen, to see so great a number of ap- ee 
parently intelligent men found in the situation that you fy, 
are;—and, oh! that I could invoke the spirit of the un- Ra 
known God to rest upon you, and deliver you from that fp, 
_ awful chain of superstition, and Jiberate you from those § « 
fetters of fanaticism with which you are bound. I would §.) 
advise you to scatter abroad and never again organize 
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with Bishops, Presidents, &c., lest yonvexcite the jeale 
ousies of the people, and subject yoursélves to the same | @ 
calamities that have now come upon you. You havé 99 
always been the aggressors—youhave brought upon your~ 
selves these difficulties by being disaffected, and notbeing 
subject to rul d my advice is that you, becomeas 
other citizens, lest.by a recurrence of these events you | 
bring upon yourselves irretrievable ruin. 


AFFIDAVIT OF AMASA LYMAN, 


Amasa Lyman, witness for the defendants, being sworn, 
deposeth and saith, that some time in the forepart of Oc- a 
tober last, while on his way from De Witt, some twoor © @ 
three days after the Church of Latter Day Saints left De | @ 
Witt for Far West, in company witha Mr. Dunn,of Far ~“™% 
West, we were taken prisoners by a company of armed 
men, numbering from 15 to 25, varying at times. They . @ 
had with thém a cannon which they said they were going §_ @ 
to take to Daviess County, andere going to commence. 
a war cf extermination with the Mormons, and incase the, 99 
inhabitants of Caldwell County interfered they should 4% 
share the same fate. | 20 

The name ofthe Captain of the company was W. B. ~~ 
Henderson, who said he had once been called out to go 
to Daviess County, and had acted as a Lieutenant in the: 
Militia, but he was, now going on a different hook, because. —_. 
he was free from Military law. The witmess was detained” 
by said Company four days, during which time he heard 
many threats againts the Mormons, They said they in- 
tended to exterminate the Mormons and take their im- 
provements’and wives to themselves. Some of the com- 
pany were for having the prisoners executed, as an off 
set against some of their men who they supposed had been 
taken prisoners by the Mormons; but on hearing they 
had not been taken, our lives were spared. They said 
they were going to be assisted by men from Livingston, 
Ray, Jackson, Corrill, and other counties, also from the .. 
Platt County. . There were some in the commane ie 
Linn County. The witness in company with Mr. Dunn, 
who was a prisoner also, was taken toa Mr. White’s in . 


* 


ms 

ou 

ed 
to 
le. 
at 3 4 

ty 

to 

We 

en 

nd 

es 

ds 

Ly 

1g 

nt 

od 

ne 

se 

n, 

or 

d, 

Dy 

iS, | 
p- 

n- 

at 

se 

ld 


< 
* 


fil the treaty thaf'you have entered into, the leading items 


= of which I noW lay before you. “The first of these you 


have already complied with, which is, that you deliver u 
your leading then to be’ tried according to law. Second, 


. that you deliver up your arfns—this has ‘been attended 


to. The third is, that you sign over your properties to 
defray the expenses of the war—this you have also done. 
Another thing yet remains for you to comply with, that 
is, that you leave the State forthwith, and whatever your 


feelings concerning this affair—whatever your innocence, 


itis nothingtome. Gen. Lucas, who is equal in authority 
with me, has made this treaty with you. [I am determin- 
ed to see it executed. The orders of the Governor to 
me, were, that you should be exterminated, and not allow- 
éd to continue in the State, and had your leader not been 
given up and the treaty complied with before this, you and 
your families would have been destroyed, and your houses 
There is a discretionary power vested in my hands 


which I shall try to exercise for a season. I did not say 


that you shall go now, but you must not think of staying 


here another season or of prs in’crops; for the moment 
upon you. I am determined 


you do, the citizens will 
to see the Governor’s Message fulfilled, but shall not come 
upon you immediately—do not think that I shall act as I 
have done any more—but if I have to come again, because 
the treaty which you have made here shall_be . broken, 
not expect any. mercy, but extermination—for 

am determined the Govenor’s order shall be executed. 
As for your leaders, do not once think—-do not imagine 
for 2 moment—do not let it enter your mind, that they 
will be delivered, or that you will see their faces again, 
for their fate is fixed, their die is cast—their doom is 


sealed. | 


I am sorry, ntlemen, to see so great a number of ap- 
parently intelligent men found in the situation that you 
are;—and, oh! that I could invoke the spirit of the un- 


known God to rest upon you, and deliver you from that 


awful chain of superstition, and liberate you from those 
fetters of fanaticism with which you are bound. I would 
advise you to scatter abroad and never again organize 
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with Bishops, Presidents, &c., lest youuexcite the 
ousies of the people, and subject yourselves to the same | 4 
calamities that have now come upon you. Yow havé \ao9 
always been the aggressors—youhave brought upon your- 
selves these difficulties by being disaffected, and not being 
subject to rule—and my advice is that you, becomeas —% 
other citizens, lest.by a recurrence of these events you i 
bring upon yourselves irretrievable ruin. 
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AFFIDAVIT OF AMASA LYMAN, 


Amasa Lyman, witness for the defendants, being sworn, 
deposeth and saith, that some time in the forepart of Oc- 4 
tober last, while on his way from De Witt; some twoor —< 
three days after the Church of Latter Day Saints left De  @ 
Witt for Far West, in company with a Mr. Dunn,of Far — “% 
West, we were taken prisoners by. a company of armed. ; 
men, numbering from 15 to 25, varying at.times. They © 
had with them a cannon which they said they were going 
to take to Daviess County, andwere going to commence. 
a war cf extermination with the Mormons, and incase the, 
inhabitants. of Caltiwell County interfered they should @ 
share the same fate. Wien 

The name of ‘the Captain of the company was W. B. 
Henderson, who said. he had once been called out to 
to Daviess County, and had acted as a: Lieutenant im. a 
Militia, but he was, now going on a different hook, because “7 
he was free from Military law. The witness wasdetained” 
by said Company four days, during which time he heard | 
many threats againts the Mormons, They said they in- 
tended to exterminate the Mormons and take their im- 
provements“and wives to themselves. Some of the com-. 
pany were for having the prisoners executed, as an off 
set against some of their men who they supposed had been 
taken prisoners by the Mormons; but on hearing they 
had not been taken, our lives were spared. They said 
they were going to be assisted by men from Livingston, 
Ray, Jackson, Corrill, and other counties, also from the . 
Platt County. There were some in the compare 
Linn County. The witness in company with Mr. Dunn, — 
who was a prisoner also, was taken to a Mr. White’s in . 
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